
Volume 10, Issue 9 

Atonement in Action 

Atonement  Lutheran Church  

5 Wyomissing B lvd.,  Wyomissing, PA 19610 

Phone:  610-375-3512; Fax 610-375-3511; www.atonementwyo.org   

From Pastor Summy 2 

Council Corner 3 

Music at Atonements 4 

Arts Schedule 5 

New Adult Classes 7 

Childrenõs Minstries 8 

Prayer Ministry, Spiritual-

ity 

12 

New Members 9 

Stephen Ministry  10 

Inside this issue:  

Summer, 2010 

 

Worship Service times  

beginning  

September 12  

Sundays  

8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  

Sunday School  

9:45 a.m.  

On Sunday, September 12, our worship  

times will change to 8:30 and 11:00 

a.m.   

Worship Times Change  

Rally Day for All Ages 
Living Our Mission: 

Worship, Learn, Serve 

Everyone from birth 

through 100+ years of age 

is invited to Rally Day on 

September 12 at 9:45 a.m. 

as we return to our fall 

schedule and kick off the 

beginning of Sunday 

school for all ages.  Join 

us for this intergenera-

tional event as we dedicate ourselves to 

Atonementôs mission to worship, learn, 

and serve together.  We will begin in the 

nave with an overview of WHAT is our 

mission and WHY we have one.  Then 

we will divide into groups to explore 

HOW, WHEN, and WHERE we live it.  

 

To make your morning complete, join us 

for worship at either 8:30 or 11:00 a.m. 

to praise God and receive nourishment 

for all that your week will bring.   

 

During our Rally Day celebration, nurs-

ery will be available for children under 3 

years of age.  Feel free to leave your 

young children in the nursery or bring 

them with you to Rally Day. 

Wednesday evenings at Atonement offer 

a variety of opportunities to recharge, 

reconnect, and reflect in the middle of 

the hectic work week.  Some of our pro-

grams are tried and true; others are rela-

tively new.  As a general outline, the first 

Wednesday of the month will be Com-

mon Ground worship in Lundin Hall.  

The second Wednesday will be a tradi-

tional service of Holy Communion in the 

nave.  The third Wednesday of some 

months (beginning in October) is re-

served for the Common Ground Speakers 

Series.  When there are not other con-

flicts, the fourth Wednesday will feature 

the Youth Choristers leading Holden 

Evening Prayer.  Please review the 

schedule below, find the programs that 

are most meaningful for you and your 

family, and join us for some midweek 

refreshment! 

 
Wednesday Evenings in  

September/October 

September 1, 7:30 p.m - Common Ground 

worship in Lundin Hall 

September 8, 7:30 p.m. - Holy Communion 

in the nave 

September 15 - no event scheduled 

September 22, 7:30 p.m. - Holden Evening 

Prayer in the nave (with Youth Choris-

ters) 

September 29 - no event scheduled 

 

October 6, 7:30 p.m. - Common Ground 

worship in Lundin Hall 

October 13, 7:30 p.m. - Holy Communion 

in the nave 

October 20, 7:00 p.m. - Common Ground 

Speaker Series in the nave 

October 27, 7:30 p.m. - Holden Evening 

Prayer in the nave (with Youth Choris-

ters) 

Wednesday Worship  
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From Pastor Summy:  Rally Days 

Itôs that time of year again. 

 

Time to settle in to the rhythm of the fall.  Time to send 

the kids back to school.  Time to complain about how 

short (and hot) the summer was. 

 

Time to rally. 

 

In the church we do this with Rally Day, which this 

year is Sunday, September 12.   

 

Rally Day started in the early 1900s and was about the 

start of the new Sunday school year.  It still means that 

for us today.  Our three-part theme is from our mission 

statement:  Worship, Learn, Serve.  We will all gather 

during the Sunday school hour for a series of intergen-

erational opportunities to learn more about worship, 

learning and serving opportunities and ministries at 

Atonement.  It will be fun.  Please be sure to join us. 

 

Also on that Sunday, our regular worship times of 8:30 

and 11:00 am will resume.  Be sure to make a note. 

 

But more than encouraging us to resume the regular 

rhythms of the fall, important as that is, I want us to 

consider rallying in a few more ways as well. 

 

One of the meanings of rally is to ñcome together for 

common action or effort.ò  I hope that attending Sun-

day school and worship will be high priorities for eve-

ryone, but also that we will use our learning and wor-

shiping to strengthen our resolve for serving within the 

congregation and in the community.   

 

Moreover. I hope we will rally together to consider our 

present and future ministries.  We had a marvelous 

100th anniversary celebration and will bring that to an 

end with the publication of a history book and the con-

clusion of our anniversary campaign.  In addition to our 

ñregularò work, we have been seeking to fulfill a num-

ber of strategic plan objectives that we adopted a cou-

ple of years ago.  While we are more fortunate than 

many, our financial stewardship has been tight over the 

last couple of years. We need to continue to be vigilant 

in our understanding of what it means to be good stew-

ards toward God and neighbor even while we continue 

to budget and spend wisely.  Common Ground is open-

ing up new possibilities of ministry in our midst.  And 

there is much more. 

 

Meanwhile, the world seems in many ways these days 

to be a particularly dismal, ugly, hateful place of rash 

judgment and runaway entitlement, a place where fear 

rules and fuels an anger that erupts in all kinds of 

places, in all kinds of ways, from all sorts of people.  

We as members of the body of Christ dare not fall prey 

to such selfish ways.  We are knit together by sacrifi-

cial love, by abundant grace, by forgiveness both given 

and received, by a willingness not only to tolerate but 

also to learn from and even enjoy our diversity, and by 

a God who blesses us beyond measure and calls us to 

serve. 

 

And so I think it is time to come together, to rally, in 

another sense as well, namely to ñcome to the assis-

tanceò of the cause that is our Christian life together.  It 

is time to meet in small groups, to listen and speak, to 

share what is happening, to commit to the present and 

dream into the future, to listen for the still small voice 

of God calling us to lively discipleship. 

 

I am proposing that we set up a series of what, once 

upon a time, would have been called cottage meetings, 

this fall.  Letôs call them Rally Days, days in which we 

will ñrenew our strength and vigor.ò  Letôs meet in 

groups of 10-20 people, in the homes of members of 

the congregation, so that we might discern together not 

only what we feel and think, which is important, but 

also what God is calling us to be and do in our life to-

gether, which is yet more important still.   

 

Members of the Executive Committee and the Congre-

gation Council will be working on the details over the 

next several weeks.  For now, we need volunteers to 

host.  If you are willing, please email 

(rsummy@atonementwyo.org) or call me.  Let me 

know how many you can host comfortably and some 

dates that work for you.   

 

Gathered and inspired by the Holy Spirit, letôs come 

together to be renewed in faith, refreshed for ministry, 

reignited in our love of God and neighbor. 

 

Time to rally!  
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Arts at Atonement 

Greetings from your Congregation Council.  This 

month at Council, after taking the months of June and 

July off, we: 

 

Reviewed financial information as of July 31, 

2010, which continues to be positive.  We are on 

target with out budget through seven months.  

Pledges are generally consistent with the budget 

and we have been successful in keeping overall 

expenses below budgeted amounts, even after some 

higher than normal snow removal and other main-

tenance items.  Our financial secretary, Matt Sim-

mons, now performs the payroll function in house, 

saving in excess of $5,000 annually.   

 

Received summer activity reports on a number of 

items from Staff, including a successful Vacation 

Bible School (Kathy Yenser) and Summer Camp 

(Pastor Lee), a rewarding Appalachian Service Pro-

ject (Chris Summy) that involved 34 people work-

ing in 5 different teams in an area experiencing 

more poverty and more difficult living conditions 

than last year, the Anniversary Concert (Tom Yen-

ser/Sean McCrae), which was highly successful but 

cut somewhat short due to inclement weather, the 

status of our working relationship with Incarnation 

Lutheran Church (Pastor Summy), which will be 

further explored this year now that the Synod has 

designated an Authorized Lay Minister to assist the 

Incarnation congregation over the next year, a re-

view by Pastor Summy of the results of the Synod 

Assembly held in Wilkes-Barre in June, including 

the election of our own Tom Yenser to the ELCA 

Churchwide Assembly in 2011. 

 

Listened as Chris Summy discussed some new 

adult education opportunities beginning this fall, 

including a series on Life Passages that will ad-

dress topics such as Christian parenting, caregiv-

ing, and midlife fitness and nutrition.  Kate 

Harenza and Chris also briefed Council on the con-

tinued success of the Common Ground activities.  

The first Wednesday recovery worship services in 

Lundin Hall during the summer were very success-

ful, including the much valued attendance by many 

Atonement members, and there will be an addi-

tional Common Ground speaker series for this year 

commencing in October.  

Council Corner 
Approved a proposal submitted to Cynthia 

Bickley by Lancaster Country Day School. 

Lancaster Country Day will allocate a potential 

ly significant scholarship to a graduate of 

Atonement Preschool or one of several other 

feeder schools.  Additional details will follow 

for preschool families.  Cynthia also informed 

Council that current enrollment in the pre-

school is a robust 202, that a new class for 3-

year olds has been added, and that three addi-

tional teachers have been hired.  

 

Thank you for letting us be of service to you.   

Regards, 

 

 YOUR CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

 Dave Swartz 

 President 

Two solo artists will kick off the concert season 

this year at Atonement.  All concerts are open to 

the public.  A free will offering will be received to 

help defray expenses.  For a complete schedule of 

arts events, please see page 4. 

 

Sunday, September 26, 7:00 p.m. 

Dave Cullen Plays Bach on Guitar.  Local legend 

Dave Cullen will present the Bach Cello Suites #2, 

3, and 4 in their entirety.  This is a rare and not-to-

be-missed opportunity to hear these transcendent 

works interpreted on guitar by a master. 

 

Sunday, October 10, 7:00 p.m. 

Donna Danielski, soprano.  Our own resident vo-

calist presents her annual recital with music by 

Handel, Sullivan, Rodgers, Jarrett and more.  

Donna will be accompanied by Tom Yenser on 

piano. 
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Music at Atonement 
Try this experiment: close your eyes for a few seconds 

and imagine a worship service at Atonement without 

music.  If you are like me, you believe that music is vital 

to spirit-filled, life-changing worship.  Now try a second 

experiment: close your eyes and imagine yourself ac-

tively involved in one of Atonementôs many musical 

groups.  Read on to find out how you and your family 

can help to keep Atonementôs strong musical heritage 

alive by participating in a choir or instrumental ensem-

ble. 

 

Atonement Music Opportunities for Children & 

Youth 
 

Atonementôs choir program for children and youth runs 

throughout the school year.  There is a choir level for 

every child from age 5 (pre-Kindergarten) through 

Grade 12.  All of our choirs: 

Meet weekly for rehearsal in the choir room 

Sing in worship about once a month (less often for 

the youngest group, Laudate Choir) 

Sing at special times of the year, like Advent Les-

sons and Carols, Christmas, Palm Sunday, Easter 

and Cantate (Music) Sunday 

Sing with other choirs, with the bell choir, with 

Atonement Praise Band, or with other instruments, 

like flute, oboe, or drums 

Practice music for singing in worship, learn how to 

read music and how to sing better, and discover con-

nections between our songs, the Bible, and Lutheran 

worship   

Sing a wide variety of music, everything from Bach 

to rock!   

Sometimes have the opportunity to share our music 

someplace beyond Atonement.  In past years, we 

have sung at area nursing homes, at the Sovereign 

Performing Arts Center, and at Muhlenberg College 

Occasionally enjoy sharing a snack or a meal to-

gether. 

 

Below are the three levels in our choir program.  No 

need to sign up in advance: simply come to our first re-

hearsal.  You may also contact Mr. Yenser if you are 

interested in joining or if you have more questions. 

 

Laudate Choir Age 5 (Pre-Kindergarten) ï Grade 2 

Meets Mondays, 4:15-5:00 p.m. 

First rehearsal: September 20 

Treble Choir Grades 3-6 

Meets Wednesdays, 4:15-5:15 p.m. 

First rehearsal: September 15 

 

Youth Choristers Grades 7-12 

Meets Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m. 

First rehearsal: September 15 

 

Interested older children and youth are also invited to 

join one of Atonementôs instrumental groups: Atone-

ment Ringers (bell choir), Atonement Praise Band, and 

Atonement Flute Ensemble.  See Mr. Yenser for more 

details. 

 

Atonement Music Opportunities for Adults 
 

Who we are: 

We are all ages, from older teens to senior adults. 

We have a wide range of musical abilities.  Some 

of us have music degrees; others cannot even read 

music.  But we all work on our own level, helping 

each other as needed. 

We are students, stay-at-home moms, doctors, re-

tired folks, business men and women, caregivers, 

and more. 

We love music and love the church, and we serve 

God by sharing our musical gifts in worship 

We are hoping that YOU will join US! 

 

Atonement Choir 

College-age and adults 

Meets Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

First rehearsal: September 9 

This is the central musical group in the congregation, 

leading music in worship nearly every Sunday from 

September through May, singing often at 11:00 a.m. 

and occasionally at 8:30 a.m.  We are open to individu-

als who prefer to make a shorter commitment; for in-

stance, only singing with us for the fall or spring se-

mester, or only near the major holidays.  Please contact 

Tom Yenser for more details. 

 

Flute Ensemble 

Youth and adults who play the flute. 

Meets Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

For more information, contact director John Shuman, 

610-375-1776. 
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Greetings from your 100th Anniversary team! 

 

We had over 150 people join us at the 100th 

Anniversary spring concert at the Stone House 

on Sunday, June 13. In spite of the hot, humid 

conditions (and some rain), Stained Grass Win-

dow provided a wonderful mix of gospel and 

bluegrass music to the delight of the crowd. And 

from the way things looked, everyone brought 

their appetite as well. because the Stewartôs 

Root Beer truck had plenty of hungry and thirsty 

customers.  

 

With the completion of the concert, your 100th 

Anniversary team has coordinated its final 

event. We are still working diligently to launch 

the service project and complete the history 

book. These items will be handled by members 

of the team via subcommittees. Updates will be 

provided as details become available.  

 

It has been a wonderful time, celebrating our 

first 100 years. Our team is proud of what has 

been accomplished over the past almost two 

years and are very grateful for having been 

given the opportunity to work together and get 

to know each other very well. We are especially 

thankful for being asked to work on this team 

and to serve Atonement Lutheran Church in this 

capacity. But above all, we are most especially 

thankful for all your help for all the events. The 

time has flown by and that usually means that a 

good time was had by allðand it was! It has 

been a great experience. 

 

On behalf of the team, we thank you, Atone-

ment! 

 

Karl Allmendinger Rich Bainbridge 

Kathy Bickhart  Bob Eisenbrown 

Dottie Hill  Barbara Homsher 

Dave Reeser  Rick Summy 

Karen Wang 

100th Anniversary Update 

Arts at Atonement, 2010-2011 

Atonement Ringers 

Older students and adults 

Meets Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

First rehearsal: September 21 

Rings in worship monthly 

 

Praise Band 

Youth and adults, instrumentalists and singers 

Meets as needed, most often on Mondays or Thursdays, 

6:15-7:30 p.m. 

For rehearsal schedule and more information, contact Tom 

Yenser. 

We cordially invite you to attend our new season of The 

Arts at Atonement Lutheran Church.  An array of out-

standing performances appealing to a broad range of tastes 

will begin September 2010 and continue through May 

2011.  Other events may also be added later; check the 

church newsletter or local media sources for listings. 

 
Sunday, September 26, 7:00 p.m. 
Dave Cullen: an evening of Bach on guitar 
 
Sunday, October 10, 7:00 p.m. 
Donna Danielski, soprano 
 
Sunday, November 14, 4:00 p.m. 
Berks Classical Childrenôs Chorus 
 
Sunday, November 21, 4:00 p.m. 
Reading Choral Society 
 
Saturday, December 11, 8:00 p.m. 
Wheatland Chorale 
 
Sunday, February 27, 7:00 p.m.  
MegaMusicMania (presented by Atonement youth) 
 
Sunday, March 27, 7:00 p.m.  
Chris Heslop and Friends (Berks Jazz Fest) 
 
Saturday, April 9, 8:00 p.m. 
Wheatland Chorale: Lenten Passion concert 
 
Sunday, May 1, 7:00 p.m. 
Berks Classical Childrenôs Chorus 
 
Ticket information: 

Berks Classical Childrenôs Chorus 610-898-7664 

Wheatland Chorale 610-796-1581 



PAGE 6 ATONEMENT IN ACTION VOLUME 10,  ISSUE 9 

Mark your September calendars for: 

 

September 1: Common Ground Worship takes place 

on the first Wednesday evenings of the month. This 

intimate, casual worship service has grown in popular-

ity among Atonement members! Come and see what 

Common Ground is all about! Worship starts at 7:30 in 

Lundin Hall. 

 

September 12:   Rally Day: Worship, Learn and Serve. 

This is the heart of the mission of Atonement. Come 

celebrate all of the ways we worship, learn and serve at 

Atonement. Tom Yenser will feature festive worship 

songs. Pastors Lee and Summy will cook up some fun 

with Bible Jeopardy. Kathy Yenser will lead a learning 

opportunity for children, and Cynthia. Bickley and 

Chris Summy will feature all the ways adults and chil-

dren can serve. There will be a video presentation of 

this summerôs ASP trip, a fun service craft for kids, and 

soft pretzels. You wonôt want to miss it! 

 

September 18: The Recovery Walk ~ The Recovery 

Walk is sponsored by the Council on Chemical Abuse, 

the Caron Foundation, Easy Does It inc., and Common 

Ground. The walk starts at RACC at 12:00 noon, Satur-

day September 21 and ends at the museum, where there 

will be refreshments, food, face painting, a drum circle, 

vendors and an open 12 step meeting. Christopher Ken-

nedy Lawford will be the featured speaker.  The Walk 

is part of National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recov-

ery Awareness Month, a program that raises public 

awareness, hopes to improve the lives of the millions of 

Americans in need of treatment and recovery services, 

and celebrates those who work to provide such ser-

vices.  

 

September 21: Family Promiseôs óTaste of Hopeô night 

is a fun-filled and delicious way to spend an evening! 

Come on out Tuesday, September 21 between 5:00 and 

8:00 p.m. to the Designer Building at Vanity Fair. You 

can sample delicious foods, bid on fabulous items, 

trips, food baskets and other nifty things. The Taste of 

Hope night raises funds for Family Promise, which pro-

vides support and other services for first-time homeless 

families in Berks County. (P.S. Atonementôs next Fam-

ily Promise host week is November 7 ï 14. If you can 

spare two hours any day that week, contact Chris 

Summy at csummy@atonementwyo.org or call the 

church office.) 

Women of Atonement News Coming in September 
It's that time again. 

 

We hope that everyone is managing to stay cool this 

summer. We can't wait till fall to welcome our speaker, 

Jesse Routte, on Saturday, September 25, at 9:30 a.m. 

in Lundin Hall.  Jesse, the son of Pastor and Carole 

Routte, will give a presentation on his Bangladesh Con-

nections and experience in the Peace Corps with his 

wife, Emily. We look forward to a wonderful and infor-

mative talk.  

 

Our Bible Study for the fall will be "The People of 

God: Unity in the Midst of Diversity." The study is 

written by Pastor Linda Johnson Seyenkulo and her 

husband, Pastor Jensen Seyenkulo.  The study is based 

on the ELCA Book of Faith initiative. The study will 

"bring us into intentional conversation around issues 

that divide us from each other." We will examine topics 

such as stewardship, race and culture. I'm sure this will 

be very enlightening for us all. 

 

Our Plant Sale was very successful,. Thank you to all 

who donated and participated.  We made $700, which 

will be put to good use to continue our programs and 

preschool scholarships. Thank you to all who were kind 

enough to contribute to our annual appeal.  Currently 

we are ahead of last year in donations received, and we 

appreciate your support of our Women's Ministry. 

Thank You! 
The clothing drive was a great success. This was our 

second year working with Incarnation Lutheran 

Church to collect clothes that were made available to 

their food pantry patrons. You helped to provide 

much needed clothing for young and old. The chil-

dren were thrilled to have something new to wear as 

they start back to school. Thanks to everyone who 

helped to transport and carry all of the clothes down 

two flights of stairs to the social room at Incarnation.  



Seasons of the Spirit 
A new Sunday morning class for 

parents/adults 
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Weôve heard about the need for a Sunday morning 

class that encourages people to gather together casu-

ally and engage in conversation around issues of faith 

and daily life, a class that is biblically centered, but 

one that doesnôt feel intimidating, a place where peo-

ple can ask their God questions and discuss real life 

issues. So many adults feel their lives are overly 

stressful, not allowing time for what really counts. 

Seasons of the Spirit will explore one story from 

Sundayôs lessons and focus on areas of life such as 

relationships, time, money and God.  

 

Parents may find this class particularly helpful.  This 

class follows the same curriculum as our children 

will be using, only at an adult level.  It enters Bible 

study from a variety of backgrounds and beliefs.  It 

does not assume prior Bible knowledge.  Participa-

tion in this adult class is a great way for parents to 

deepen their spirituality, explore their faith, and be-

come more equipped to talk about faith at home with 

their children 

 

Seasons of the Spirit will take place on the first, third, 

fourth and last Sundays of the month in the parlor 

from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m., beginning September 19.  

On the second Sundays, we encourage you to attend 

the new Life Passages series held in Lundin Hall.  

Also, the Bible study class on the gospel of Luke will 

resume on September 19 and meet each week except 

for second Sundays. 

Life Passages 
A series for adults of any age 

This new class is relevant for just about anyone. De-

signed to tend to your spiritual, physical and emotional 

well-being, it will address questions we face across 

adult life regarding transitions such as our physical ag-

ing process, our roles as parents, then grandparents, and 

our changing financial needs over time.  Some of these 

questions may include: 

How do I apply Christian values to raise my chil-

dren or grandchildren? 

How do I stay healthy and fit as my body changes 

in midlife? 

How do I handle my health and finances in my sen-

ior years? 

How do I care for my childrenôs and my parentsô 

needs at the same time? 

 

Created by Lois Hein, Chris Summy and Rachel Gam-

bone, this new series offers adults information, guid-

ance and support for these questions and more.  Our 

speakers are professionals in the church and in the 

fields of medicine, counseling, and financial planning. 

 

These presentations are designed to appeal to multiple 

generations.  For example, parents and grandparents 

alike can embrace Christian parenting ideas.  We en-

courage you to attend a presentation on a topic outside 

your own stage of life to understand and support the 

needs of others in your family. 

 

This yearôs topics include: 

Midlife Health and Nutrition with Tracy Benson 

(Oct. 10) 

Midlife Fitness with Linda Gambone (Nov. 14) 

Kids and Consumerism with Pastor Mike Ben-

nethum (Dec. 12) 

Christian Parenting with Deaconess Deborah Graf 

(Jan.9 ) 

Coping with Unemployment with A. Morganti and 

D. Ramsey (Feb. 13) 

Understanding Grief with Patti Anewalt (March 

13) 

Financial Planning for Lifeôs Transitions with 

Susan Wambaugh (April 10) 

Caregiving for Your Parents with Joyce Christman 

(May 8)  

 

Life Passages will take place every second Sunday 

October through May, from 9:45 to 10:45 in 

Lundin Hall. Each speaker will offer time for ques-

tions and answers.  And most presentations will 

include hand-outs with information and resource 

references for you to take home.  Each month in the 

Atonement newsletter we will give you details 

about upcoming presentations.  Please join us! 

 

Rachel Gambone 

Member, Atonement Congregational Council, 

Adult Ed. Liaison 
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Sunday School for Children 

Childrenôs Sunday School Classes, Age 3 through Grade 

6, Begin September 19, 9:45 ï 10:45 a.m.  All childrenôs 

classes are held on the ground level of the church build-

ing.  All children who are currently three years of age or 

will turn three by the end of 2010 are invited to partici-

pate in Sunday school.  Nursery for children under 3 

years of age is available during the Sunday school hour 

so that parents can participate in an adult class or lead 

one of the Sunday school classes.   

New Sunday School  
Curriculum 

Sunday School Teachersè Meeting and 
Installation Dates 

The Childrenôs Ministries Commit-

tee has chosen Seasons of the Spirit 

as our new Sunday school curricu-

lum.  The curriculum is lectionary-

based, meaning that the Bible story 

for each class will be one of the les-

sons read in worship on that Sunday.  The curriculum 

encourages growth in faith through worshipping, 

learning, and serving together.  Sound familiar?  It 

should ï worship, learn, and serve is the basis of 

Atonementôs mission statement and the focus for this 

yearôs Rally Day!   

 

We are excited about this new curriculum and believe 

it will provide a well-rounded approach to helping 

our children live out the promises that you made for 

them at their baptism.  Please bring your children 

faithfully to Sunday school and worship each week to 

help them grow in their relationship with God.    

 

Teachers of our Sunday school classes for children 

from age 3 through grade 6 are requested to attend 

one of our upcoming teacher meetings:  Tuesday, 

September 7, 7:00 ï 9:00 p.m. or Saturday, Septem-

ber 11, 9:00 ï11:00 a.m.  The meetings are identical, 

giving teachers the option to attend the session that 

best fits their personal calendars.  The sessions will 

include an overview of the new curriculum, Seasons 

of the Spirit, and instructions on how to navigate the 

website in order to prepare a lesson.  We are purchas-

ing the paperless version of Seasons of the Spirit 

which saves us money as well as helps Atonement go 

green.  

 

All teachers of our childrenôs Sunday school, cate-

chetics, high school and adult Sunday morning 

classes will be installed on September 12, 2010 at 

both the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services.  

Please support the teachers in this important ministry 

as we come together each week to grow in faith. 

Third Graders to Receive Bibles 

Third graders and their parents will be called forward 

at 11:00 a.m. worship on October 3 so that the chil-

dren can receive their New Revised Standard Version 

(NRSV) Bibles from their parents.  The NRSV is the 

same translation that we use for proclaiming Godôs 

Word through the lessons in worship.  Receiving a 

Bible is a faith milestone for our third graders as they 

begin this year to explore Godôs Word in more detail. 

 

To help the children become familiar with their new 

Bibles, the third grade class will undertake an eight 

week overview of the Bible from October 10 through 

November 28 during the Sunday school hour.  The 

children will learn how many books are in the Bible, 

how to find a particular book without repeatedly flip-

ping through the Bible or becoming frustrated, the 

difference between the Old and New Testaments, and 

much more.  There are numerous activities and 

games that will help the children become more famil-

iar with the Bible and the amazing stories that it con-

tains.  Third graders will not want to miss out on this 

study!   

 

Parents of third graders are invited to a two week 

Bible overview class designed to assist them in help-

ing their children with the Bible as well as to enrich 

their own connection with this holy book.  The 

classes for parents will be September 26 and October 

3, 9:45 ï 10:45 a.m., in room F.104, which is just off 

the nave.  Join us as we grow together in discovering 

the richness of Godôs Word.     
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Nursery care is available in the ground-floor 

room G124 on Sunday mornings during wor-

ship at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. as well as during 

the Sunday school hour 9:45 ï 10:45 a.m.   

 

During worship, nursery care is available for 

children from infants through age 6.  However, 

we welcome these young children in worship if 

parents prefer to worship together as a family.  

Families who wish to worship together but pre-

fer to do so in an environment somewhat sepa-

rated from the entire congregation in the nave 

are encouraged to use Room 104, which was 

designed as an extension of the nave. 

 

Nursery care during the Sunday school hour is 

available for children too young for Sunday 

school, including infants, whose parents are 

either participating in or leading a Sunday 

school class.   

 

Parents are asked to sign in their children at 

drop off and promptly pick up their children at 

the end of worship or Sunday school.  If chil-

dren will be staying for worship and Sunday 

school, please stop by the nursery in between 

to talk with the nursery attendant and check on 

your child.  Please bring labeled diaper bags 

and bottles for an infant child so that the nurs-

ery attendants can provide appropriate care. 

Nursery Guidelines 

The ñGolden Sneakersò are up for grabs again 

this year. Last year we were the church with 

the most participants and we raised over 

$4,500.00. Save the date and be sure to break 

in your sneakers and warm up you legs and 

ñtogether we can raise awareness and funds for 

international relief and development, as well as 

local hunger-fighting agencies.ò 

Thank you to everyone who do-

nated school supplies or money 

this year for the elementary and 

intermediate schools in the Read-

ing School District.  Each year 

many students arrive on the first 

day of school without the essential 

items they need.  The Book Bag Ministry of the West 

Berks Mission District helps children by equipping them 

with basic school supplies.  This ministry is greatly ap-

preciated by both the students and the school staff. 

 

Thanks to your generosity, we collected the following 

items for children in need in the Reading schools:  20 

backpacks, 154 one-subject notebooks, 9 three-subject 

notebooks, 11 composition books, 3 packs of construc-

tion paper, 21 packs of notebook paper, 11 binders, 25 

folders, 9 calculators, 17 pencil boxes/bags, 34 scissors, 

14 rulers, 20 packs of #2 pencils, 14 packs of erasers, 47 

packs of pens, 7 packs of highlighters, 26 boxes of cray-

ons, 7 boxes of markers, 14 boxes of colored pencils, 41 

packs of glue, and 19 packs of tissues.  Thank you also to 

our youth who volunteered their time to pack backpacks 

at the Mission District office.  What a wonderful example 

of how the people of Atonement are living our mission 

by serving Godôs children in the Reading schools!          

Operation Book Bag 

CROP Walk 
October 10, 2010 

1:00 p.m. at Gringès Mill 

Catechism Program Resumes 

The catechism program is begin-

ning again and is intended for 

those who wish to learn about 

living as disciples. Typically 

those enrolled are beginning 

their seventh or eighth grade 

years of school. The purpose of 

this program is to educate students in aspects of the 

Christian life, including, but not exclusive to, worship, 

education, service, and prayer. We will hold an infor-

mational meeting on Tuesday, September 7 at 7:00 

p.m. in the nave for all those who are interested in be-

ing in the program this year. This includes those stu-

dents who have finished the first year of study! If you 

have questions or want more information about the pro-

gram, contact Pastor Lee by email 

(jlee@atonementwyo.org) or by calling the church of-

fice. 
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VBS Review 
With nearly 100 children participating in VBS along 

with 35 adults and 20 teen leaders, Atonement was 

bustling with excitement from June 21 to June 25.  At 

Baobab Blast, there were pre-opening activities of 

outdoor games and making our baobab tree come 

fully alive with leaves, flowers, and fruit.  During 

openings in the nave, the children learned new songs 

and were introduced to the daily theme and Bible 

story.  After the opening, the children rotated through 

stations for Bible story time, music, crafts, games, 

and group building with snack.  What a great group 

of children participated in worship on Sunday, June 

27, to share the joy of daily gathering under the bao-

bab tree.  

 

Thank you to everyone who generously donated to 

our service project for VBS.  During this week we 

collected almost 100 backpacks that were transported 

by Atonementôs Appalachian Service Project teams 

and later distributed to children who are ñat riskò for 

hunger on the weekends during the school year.  The 

children will use the backpacks to carry home food 

on Fridays, providing them with three healthy meals 

a day for Saturday and Sunday.  Thanks to your gen-

erosity, nearly 100 children will know the comfort of 

having enough to eat this fall.   

 

Most especially, thank you to all of the adult and teen 

volunteers who generously gave of their time during 

the week of VBS as well as before and after.  With-

out your help, we would not be able to reach out to 

our children through this important ministry of learn-

ing Godôs Word, building relationships, and having 

fun.     

Youth Pool Party 
All youth, grades 7 through 12, are welcome to join us on Sunday, Septem-

ber 12 for a pool party at the Gentry household (1011 Reading Blvd, Wyo-

missing). We will gather at 5:00 p.m. to swim and hang out. For dinner, we 

will provide hamburgers, hotdogs, veggie option, and drinks. Please bring a 

bathing suit, towel, and a snack to share (chips, cookies, etc) with everyone. 

Pick up will be at 8:00 p.m. Please sign up with Pastor Jason so we can pro-

vide enough food. 

New Nursery Attendant 

Thank you to Laura Tetley and Caitlyn Bunn for 

serving as our Sunday nursery attendants during the 

summer.  Laura will be returning this fall for her 

second year at Wagner College on Staten Island.  

Caitlyn will be returning to LaSalle University in 

Philadelphia where she is studying elementary edu-

cation. 

 

We welcome Ashley Summy as the new attendant 

on Sunday mornings.  Ashley is a familiar face in 

the nursery, because she has served as a substitute 

attendant in previous years.  Ashley enjoys inter-

acting with the children and providing for their 

care.  We welcome Ashley in her new role.  

 

We will continue to have volunteers in the nursery 

during 11:00 a.m. worship to assist Ashley.  More 

children tend to use the nursery during the late ser-

vice than at other times of the morning, requiring 

more hands than one person can provide.  We are 

grateful for all of our volunteers who serve in the 

nursery once about every 2 months.  If you are in-

terested in helping in the nursery, please contact 

Kathy Yenser or Jo Sturgis in the church office. 


