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Worship Service 

Times   

Sundays 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday Church 

School  

9:45 a.m. 

 

On Sunday morning, May 9, our musi-

cal guests will be Dakota Road, a Lu-

theran band from South Dakota. Dakota 

Road has become known nationally for 

their stirring original music and playful 

performance style. They craft powerful 

stories of life and faith woven in color-

ful musical styles ranging from acoustic 

ballads to rocking anthems. Their songs 

of struggle and hope connect with peo-

ple of all ages and walks of life. Indi-

vidually and as a band Dakota Road has 

released over fifteen recordings with 

many of their songs being sung all 

across the U.S. & beyond. Dakota Road 

will lead our music at both the 8:30 and 

the 11:00 a.m. worship services and will 

also give an impromptu concert for all 

ages in the nave during the Sunday 

School hour, beginning at 9:45 a.m. (All 

Sunday School classes 

will attend the concert 

that morning.) Don't 

miss this inspiring 

group and their mes-

sage of mercy and jus-

tice in God's kingdom. 

Dakota Road  

On Wednesday, May 12 at 7:30 p.m., we will have a service of Holy Communion. 

As was the case last summer, there will be no second Wednesday worship during the 

months of June, July and August. Starting on May 5, however, there will be a Com-

mon Ground Recovery Worship service in Lundin Hall at 7:30 p.m. each first 

Wednesday of the month. The service will be informal and will include Holy Com-

munion. All are welcome.   See page 4 for more information on the Common Ground 

worship. 

Wednesday Worship 

Calling all 4th through 6th graders! 

Come join us on Friday, May 7 from 

6:00 to 8:00 here at Atonement for 

some messy fun. For our May event, 

we will enjoy some messy relay races 

(but not so messy that mom won’t 

want to pick you back up). Wear some-

thing that can get wet and a little dirty. 

Also, please bring a towel with you. A 

snack will be provided, but eat a meal 

before you come. Contact Pastor Lee 

to let him know you are attending. 

 

Calling all LOL parents! Come join 

Pastor Lee on Sunday evening, May 23 

at 7:00 in F.104 for our next planning 

meeting. We will plan our events for 

the remainder of 2010. Contact Pastor 

Lee to let him know you are coming or 

have interested in participating in LOL 

events in the future.  

League of Lutherans  
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From Pastor Summy:  Spirit Moves 

Sometimes it all happens in the space of a day or two. 

 

Breakfast with someone who is struggling with a job or 

personal issue, or with someone who wants to talk about 

something said or heard in a class or a sermon, or with 

someone who has a question about what the Bible or the 

church says about this or that.  A cup of coffee.  Face to 

face.  Two gathered in the presence of the Lord. 

 

A morning staff meeting in which all kinds (and I mean 

all kinds) of issues are discussed and some decisions are 

made.  Is the gym available at that time?  When will pre-

school Sunday be next year?  Is everything set for the 

special music?  How many are in the first communion 

class?  Who is doing which wedding?  Have we cleared 

all the rooms we will need for Family Promise?  Will Jo 

ever get all of the articles for the newsletter?  And then a 

pastoral care discussion about brothers and sisters in 

Christ who are homebound or grieving or ill or who have 

some other special need.  The list is inevitably long.   

 

At lunch the vicar, Mark Rigg, and I meet for one of our 

last official supervisory sessions.  I miss him already.  

He has served mostly at Incarnation Lutheran Church but 

in his time with us he has taught and preached and 

served admirably.  He has been a joy to work with, to 

come to know better; he has learned much and has deep 

and beautiful gifts that will benefit the church.  Hope for 

the future.  Because of his work with Incarnation, the 

work of several others, and the relationships we have 

started to build, we discuss the next tentative steps in the 

emerging relationship between the two congregations 

with cautious but heart-felt hope. 

 

On her way to a visit, Lois Hein lets me know that a 

member about whom we were very concerned is feeling 

better on medication.  Chris Summy reflects on the work 

she is doing with a nearly homeless family who lost 

much of what little they had when their aging car was 

burglarized.   Pastor Lee and I finish off a project and 

discuss preaching and vacation schedules.  Kathy Yenser 

and Tom Gresh suggest that activities on an upcoming 

busy Saturday call for some additional sexton help.  

They are right.   

 

I head to the hospital to visit the only member who is in 

at the moment, but the room is empty, has just been 

cleaned.  Has the person gone home or has something 

bad happened?  It’s not as easy to find out as it once was.   

Some of the people I had hoped to see at the Highlands 

are available, and communion is shared.  Others are off 

at activities.  Kit Steffy sneaks up on me from behind (a 

pretty nifty trick for someone who is 104, but she is quiet 

as a cat when she is moving around in her wheelchair) 

and we have a nice chat, but communion will wait until 

the next time.  She’s got things to do and people to see. 

 

I get back to the office in time for my evening meeting at 

which we celebrate good ministry, talk about a budget 

about which we are cautiously optimistic, and fret about 

what sometimes seem to be overwhelming property 

needs. 

 

After the meeting there is one last conversation.  I am 

privileged to hear about a faith journey that is certainly 

still in progress but that has come a long and rather re-

markable way.  It is amazing what the eyes of faith can 

see when they reflect back on a life.  

 

And then it is home for a little late dinner.  My family is 

already settled in for the night.  I’ll watch some sports on 

TV before I call it a day.   

 

On the day of Pentecost the disciples were all gathered in 

one place.  The Spirit arrived, the book of Acts tells us, 

with “the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house…” 

 

The Spirit tends to move in our midst in quieter, appar-

ently more mundane ways, it seems to me.  Often over-

looked ways, I fear.  Life can sometimes seem like just 

one thing after another.  But as I reflect on the sort of 

everyday experiences about which I have written, I do 

not doubt that the Spirit does indeed still move among 

us, in my life and yours, in our life together as a congre-

gation.   

 

Pentecost is on May 23.  Come celebrate the gift of the 

Spirit in our midst.  We won’t have geraniums to look at 

this year because the flower fund is already in the red 

and we can surely worship without flowers.  Instead, be 

sure to wear red.  As we gather in a sea of this vibrant 

color, we will be visible signs to one another that, even 

when we forget or fail to see it, the Spirit is among us, 

calling us to witness boldly to the living God and bless-

ing us with breezes of promise and hope.  
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Greetings from your Congregation Council.  This 

month at Council we: 

 

Spent a great deal of time discussing the possible 

future direction of our relationship with Incarna-

tion Lutheran Church.  We were visited by six 

members of ILC’s vestry.  Our valued vicar, Mark 

Rigg, who has been splitting his time between In-

carnation and Atonement for the last two years, 

also attended.  As Mark is completing his assign-

ment with Incarnation (and with us), it is an ap-

propriate time to discuss future direction.  We had 

a good discussion on potential mission 

“synergies” and how we might move forward in 

some type of collaborative effort.  Incarnation is 

attempting to secure a synodically authorized lay 

minister for the year following Mark’s completion 

of service, for whom Pastor Summy may agree to 

become the designated supervisor as he was with 

Mark.  During that year, we would continue to 

explore possibilities for expanded ministries at 

Incarnation’s location, consistent with our mission 

statement, and the potential for a more formalized 

relationship down the road.  Much work would 

need to be done to get to the point of considering a 

more formal arrangement, but Council agreed to 

continue to explore possibilities.  To that end, 

Kate Harenza and I attended a very enjoyable 

worship service and informal congregational 

meeting at Incarnation on Sunday, April 18, to 

discuss Incarnation’s future in general, and the 

vast majority of the Incarnation folks present were 

in favor of continuing our discussions.  If you 

have an opportunity to attend a worship service at 

Incarnation, I believe that you will find it different 

from our experience and highly rewarding. 

 

Reviewed March financial information, which 

continues in the right direction at present.  

Pledged giving was $15,000 ahead of budget in 

March.  We received a very significant gift to the 

Anniversary Fund since our last communication to 

you, for which we are very grateful.  We are start-

ing to consider best possible uses for some of 

these funds.  Ed Kern has been busy preparing 

timely and useful financial information, and has 

been very helpful to Council in helping us inter-

pret the data.   

Council Corner  

Discussed attendance at the Synod Assembly in 

Wilkes-Barre in June.  We will have a contingent 

representing Atonement at the Assembly. 

 

Learned that recovery worship services will be held 

the first Wednesday of each month during the sum-

mer, commencing on Wednesday, May 5.  These 

services are a natural extension of our successful 

Common Ground experiences begun last year, now 

introducing a liturgical element.  The services will 

be held in Lundin Hall, and Council authorized 

some modest expenditures to create a more inti-

mate and hopefully inviting worship space for these 

services.  Please consider participating in one or 

more of these worship services during the summer.  

Speaking of Common Ground, Atonement has been 

selected to receive special recognition for the pro-

gram at the Berks County Community Service 

Awards breakfast on May 12.   

 

Were updated by Chris Summy on the 2010 Appa-

lachian Service Project scheduled for the week of 

June 27 to July 3.  Due to the wonderfully large 

number of younger people interested in participat-

ing, we have suggested that both Pastor Summy 

and Pastor Lee attend this year.  Council formally 

adopted a motion for the Reverend Louise Johnson, 

Director of Admissions at the Lutheran Theological 

Seminary at Philadelphia (and a good friend of 

Atonement), to preach on June 27 while Pastor 

Summy and Pastor Lee head south for some tiring 

but rewarding manual labor with the Atonement 

troops. 

 

Reviewed and discussed committee and staff re-

ports.   

 

Thank you for letting us be of service to you.  Please 

share your thoughts, as well as any concerns.   

 

Regards, 

 

YOUR CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Dave Swartz 

President 



Beginning on Wednesday, May 5 at 7:30 p.m., and 

continuing on the first Wednesday of each month, 

Atonement’s Common Ground will be hosting a new, 

unique worship experience for the congregation and 

our friends in the recovery community.  We are trans-

forming part of Lundin Hall into a sacred, intimate 

space where we can explore our spirituality together in 

new and thought-provoking ways.   

 

We will have music, prayer, simple communion and 

time for reflection and sharing.  The homily might ex-

plore one of the twelve “steps” that guide the lives of 

people in recovery and relate that step to biblical prin-

ciples.  We may recite the 12 steps, and you might be 

amazed to learn how applicable each of those steps is to 

the Christian walk.   

 

We will have coffee while you worship, if you like!  

You don’t even need to dress up.  In fact, please donôt 

dress up.  Most importantly, we will enjoy a safe place, 

in community with others, where each of us can come – 

exactly as we are.  So mark your calendars for May 5, 

June 2, July 7 and the “first Wednesdays” of the month 

thereafter.  Come try something new.  Come learn, 

grow, and hear how our amazing God is working in the 

lives of his beloved every day. 

Come Worship with Common 
Ground on åFirst Wednesdaysæ 
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Women of Atonement 
Luncheon 

Women of Atonement are keeping very busy this 

spring. As the newsletter goes to press we are getting 

ready for our third annual plant sale.  Things are going 

well, and we already have quite a few donations and 

some pre-sales from church members who will be out 

of town. 

 

Our Bible study on Paul's Letter to the Romans is now 

completed for the year and was very informative and 

enlightening.  

 

We look forward to seeing all Women of Atonement at 

our Spring Luncheon on Saturday, May 15. Lunch will 

be at noon, preceded at 11:00 a.m. by our annual meet-

ing. I have the honor of inviting you to hear our 

speaker, Kathy Kleppinger. Kathy is a longtime mem-

ber of Atonement. 

 

Kathy Kleppinger served as assistant treasurer for 

many years and also was on Church Council. Her 

mother-in-law, Dorothea Kleppinger, was active in 

WOA until her death.  Kathy graduated from Alvernia 

University with a degree in finance. She is Vice Presi-

dent of Wealth Management at Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, where she has been for eighteen years. Prior to 

Smith Barney, she was in banking for eighteen years. 

Kathy brings a wealth of experience and will speak to 

our group about something that is on everyone's mind 

today, the economy.  Please sign up in the narthex to 

make your reservation.  All women are welcome! 
Twenty children are preparing to receive their First 

Communion on May 16, 2010 at the 11:00 a.m. 

liturgy.  As part of their preparation, these children, 

along with the entire Sunday school, will learn a 

hymn to be sung with the congregation in worship.  

The First Communicants also will participate as 

lectors and in offering the prayers of the church.  

Please keep these young people and their families 

in your prayers as they prepare for the day when 

they will gather together at the table to be fed with 

the Lord’s meal.   

First Communion to be  

Celebrated 

Unless there are specific activities scheduled on a 

Saturday, the church building will be closed. 

Reminder:  Building Closed 
on Saturdays 
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Blood Drive, May 11 

The Adult Bible Study and Reflection will take 

place on May 2, 16, 23 and 30 in Lundin Hall from 

9:45 to 10:45 a.m. 

Centennial Anniversary Speaker Pastor Eric Shafer 

will lead a forum on Religion and Media on May 9, 

in Lundin Hall from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. 

New Members classes will  take place on May 2, 9, 

16 and 23 in the parlor from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. 

First Communion instruction for parents will take 

place on April 25 and May 2 in Room F.104  from 

9:45 to 10:45 a.m. 

Well, the April showers brought out the May flowers, 

and as this edition of the newsletter goes to press, we 

were anticipating no rain on our 100th Anniversary 

banquet on Friday, April 23 (although we will have 

flowers!). We are expecting over 150 people to join 

us as we gather together in fellowship at the Inn at 

Reading. We will report back to you on this event in 

the June issue of this newsletter.  

 

Beyond the banquet, here's what's coming:  

 

Free community spring concert in the park 
When: Sunday, June 13. 

Where: Stone House in Wyomissing. 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 

Band: Stained Grass Window (bluegrass). 

Refreshments: Stewart's Root Beer truck. 

 

Guest speaker 

Pastor Eric Shafer, May 9.   

 

History book 

This memento celebrating our first 100 years will be 

available in the fall of this year. It will trace Atone-

ment through the decades, from the early beginnings 

to today.   Watch for details in the coming months on 

how to get this keepsake.  

 

T-shirts, t-shirts, t-shirts . . . are still available. The 

cost now is only $8 for youth and $10 for adults. 

They're great to wear to all our events.  

 

Thanks everyone for the generosity and support 

you've shown at all our centennial events.      

 

If you have any questions or wish to volunteer, please 

contact a member of the 100th Anniversary Team: 

Karl Allmendinger, Rich Bainbridge, Kathy Bick-

hart, Bob Eisenbrown, Dottie Hill, Barbara Homsher, 

Dave Reeser, Rick Summy, Karen Wang 

100th Anniversary Update Sunday Adult Education 

1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Lundin Hall 

The Miller-Keystone Blood Center 

supplies 18 local hospitals and the pa-

tients they care for; therefore the need 

for blood is ongoing and never ending. 

When someone donates blood, it could 

be saving the life of a premature infant, 

a cancer patient, a burn or accident 

victim, or others. At our February 

drive, we collected 33 units of blood which calculates 

to 99 lives saved. Would you like to be a part of this 

life changing event?  Please sign up on the chart in 

the narthex after April 25.  The donation will take 

approximately one hour of your time.  Automation 

will also be available to collect platelets, plasma and 

double reds.  Questions?? Call the church office, 610-

375-3512 or C. Louise Fair, 610-929-5105.  

Menès Breakfast 
Men’s Breakfast will take place on Thursday, May 13, 

7:30 a.m. at the Highlands.  Dr. Steve Longenecker 

will speak on “Testimony of a Joint Replacement Sur-

geon, Faith and Technology."  All men are welcome!  

Please make your reservation by signing the sheet in 

the narthex. 



Here and There 
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Last month we gathered for our second teambuilding 

session. Dana Lee led a session called Mountain Month 

in which some of us were designated as families and 

others were designated as the Tax Collector, Company 

Store, Bank, Welfare Office and Company Payroll. 

Each family was given a certain amount of money to 

start. First, they had to go to the Tax Collector and pay 

their taxes. If they did not have enough money to pay 

their taxes, they were sent to jail. Then they would go 

to the Welfare Office. Some families qualified for 

benefits, others did not. The Banker could lend money 

or decide not to. The Company Store sold food and pre-

scription drugs. If a family could not afford to buy 

food, they were labeled with a sign that said ñWe are 

hungryò for all to see, and forced to leave a pair of 

shoes or an article of clothing until they could afford to 

buy food. Often the company shut down or laid off 

workers, who then did not receive a paycheck.  

 

All these exercises were meant to teach us all that the 

only difference between people like us and the people 

of the mountains is the amount of money we have to 

pay our bills, buy food, and pay taxes. People are not 

poor because they want to be or because they are frivo-

lous. 

 

Alexis Garapola, a youth going on ASP for the first 

time, put it this way, “Mountain Month really made me 

realize the struggle that some people face financially.  

It was a real eye opener to me and to everyone who 

took part in it. The struggle to maintain a sufficient 

amount of money to support a family was a real chal-

lenge.ò 

 

Continue to keep Alex Altman, Brian Bamberger, 

Alexis Barby, Pam Barby, Scott Boyer, Nick Blanchet, 

Cathy, David and Francesca Ciatto, Gina DaGrosa, 

Dorothy and Paul DeLong, Caroline Endy, Jessica 

Ertel, Alexis Garapola, Mike Gaza, Alex Grimm, Mil-

ton Hall, Alyssa Heck, Tommy Heck, Macie Kurelia, 

Jason and Dana Lee, Sally McAvoy, Zach Moser, 

Terry and Mary Ann Reed, Lindsay Strause, Rick and 

Chris Summy, Marin Tarrach, Jace and Megan Wan-

drisco, Ray Warmkessel, Maddie White, and Ben 

Wertz in your prayers as we prepare to make homes 

warmer, safer and drier in West Virginia this summer. 

ASP Update 

Congratulations to Lydia Botterbusch for coming 

in second place for playing the cello in the Kathe-

rine N. Quartner-Rita Quartner Herman String 

Scholarship competition…Former associate pastor 

Luther Routté was this year’s recipient of the 

Rabbi Alan G. Weitzman award by the Alvernia 

Seniors College. He received the award at a lunch-

eon on April 27... Dave Bestwick was granted the 

top award given by Caron Treatment Centers, Inc. 

on Wednesday, April 15. He received the Richard J. 

Caron Award of Excellence, which is bestowed on 

an individual who exemplifies the qualities of lead-

ership, excellence and unselfish service to oth-

ers…Common Ground, Atonement’s ministry of 

conversation, relationship, and spirituality with peo-

ple connected to 12-step recovery and all who seek 

wholeness in their lives will receive a special recog-

nition award at the Berks County Community Ser-

vice Awards Breakfast on May 12…Three-hundred 

and fifty people worshiped at Atonement as part of 

Preschool Sunday at 11 am on April 18. Special 

thanks to the Praise Band for their assistance in 

leading worship, to Tom Yenser for his Red Sea-

parting children’s message, to the Laudate and 

Treble Choirs for their anthems, to Preschool Direc-

tor Cynthia Bickley and all the preschool teachers, 

and to the preschool children, parents and grandpar-

ents who participated…Pastor Summy presided at 

the Eucharist during spring convocation at The Lu-

theran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia on 

April 28…Pastor Lee is now serving on the West 

Berks Mission District Council and as a member of 

the leadership team of the synod for Project Con-

nect, a program that seeks to involve young adults in 

discernment about vocation…Christine Summy is 

serving on the synod’s SALM/Adult Education task 

force. (A SALM is a Synodically Authorized Lay 

Minister.) 
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VBS & Day Camp 
June 21-25 

8:45 ï 11:30 a.m. 

 

Children participating in Vacation Bible School at 

Atonement will travel to Africa this year to experi-

ence Baobab Blast: Godôs Great Get-Together.  

Children age 3 by January 2010 through those 

completing 4th Grade are invited to join us for ac-

tion-packed games, amazing African music, and 

awesome Bible stories.  Youth from Grade 5 on up 

are encouraged to contact Mrs. Yenser to help with 

VBS.  On Sunday, June 27, our VBS children will 

sing at the 10:00 a.m. worship service to share the 

joy of daily gathering under the great baobab tree.  

VBS is open to all Atonement members, preschool 

families, friends and neighbors.  See the insert for a 

registration form.  Don’t miss out on the fun!  Join 

us at God’s Great Get-Together for a week of creat-

ing, connecting, and community building. 

 

Again we will offer our Atonement members who 

have just completed kindergarten through sixth 

grade the option of expanding their VBS morning 

to include a full-day, summer camp experience.  

The summer camp will be held the same week as 

VBS, June 21-25, 2010.  Camp days will consist of 

VBS in the morning followed by a brown-bag 

lunch and summer activities like swimming, organ-

ized games, and off-site outings.  We will offer 

early morning drop-off and late afternoon pick-up 

structured around the work-hours of parents.  See 

the insert for a reservation form. Contact Kathy 

Yenser at kyenser@atonementwyo.org or 610-375-

3512 with questions.  It is a chance for your child 

to spend a week with Pastor Summy, Pastor Lee, 

and adult and teen volunteers as they engage in a 

variety of fun-filled summer activities.  

Prayer will make a difference not only in our own life, 

but in the lives of those around us.  All we need to do 

is rise from our prayer and share the love that God’s 

Spirit quietly sparks in us. 

 

We were born to show the glory of God that is within 

us.  It’s not just in some of us.  It’s in everyone.  And 

as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give 

other people permission to do the 

same.  As we are free from our own 

fear, our presence frees others. 

 

Used by Nelson Mandela in his in-

augural speech 

Prayer Team Ministry 

Atonement Bach Scholarships were awarded to six 

Berks County high school students by the Reading 

Musical Foundation on Saturday, April 17. These 

scholarships are provided by a fund established by 

Atonement members and administrated by RMF. The 

winners this year were:  

 

First Place - Katherine Althen, flute  

Second Place - Dana Cullen, French horn  

Third Place - Andrew Bader, cello  

Fourth Place - Zachary Jepsen-Burger, marimba  

Fifth Place - Graham Cullen, cello  

Sixth Place - Katie Legenski, piano  

 

All six winners will play in worship at Atonement 

during the months of May and June. Be sure to meet 

these students when they come to Atonement and 

offer them your support and encouragement.  

 

In addition to the six winners, through the generosity 

of an Atonement member and an RMF board mem-

ber, three honorable mentions were added for 2010: 

Rebecca Galick, Seth Trimble, and Jacob Leonowitz 

2010 Atonement Bach 
Scholarships 
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We are grateful to acknowledge the following gifts to 

the glory of God and: 

 

In loving memory of Anita Kimmel by: 

Thomas Horst 

James Restrepo 

Charles Lutz 

Jeffrey Driben 

Gloria Steltz 

Betsy Gaynor 

Elizabeth Rothermel 

Nancy Hemmerich 

 

In loving memory of Jesse Smith by: 

Scott and Mary Mitchell 

Anna Royal 

William and Cynthia Laubach 

Shelden Langsam and Karen Chasen 

Sharon and Richard Brumbach 

 

in loving memory of Kyle Lengle by Richard and 

Jean Sweigart (Preschool fund) 

 

We are grateful to acknowledge the gift of an oriental 

rug to adorn the Common Ground Worship space, by 

the Glasgow family, who give this donation in honor 

of the people of Atonement, who with Common 

Ground, demonstrate our response to God’s call to be 

welcoming, affirming and more inclusive of all our 

brothers and sisters in Christ.   

Memorials 

Thank You! 

Piano & Vocal Recital 

Harriet Rauenzahn and David Watson return to Atone-

ment on Sunday, May 23 at 4:00 p.m. This time the 

concert's offering benefits the Bridge of Hope, a local 

charity serving single mothers and their families.  Har-

riet and David welcome you to their coming program.  

It features Baroque (Bach), Classical (Beethoven), 

Romantic (Chopin and Schumann), and Twentieth 

Century selections (Vaughn-Williams, Barber, De-

bussy, Granados and Albeniz.)  Refreshments and so-

cial hour follow.  David, a baritone, has sung exten-

sively in Schuylkill County, Philadelphia, and most 

recently in Eastern European capitals. Harriet, a for-

mer church musician, began her piano career last June 

here at Atonement. She has been a member here since 

the 70's. David has his degree from the Philadelphia 

Musical Academy  (now the University of the Arts), 

having studied with Caroline Dengler and Maureen 

Forester.  Harriet graduated from Lebanon Valley Col-

lege where she studied with Dennis Sweigart and now 

with Shelly Moorman-Stahlman.  Come and enjoy! 

A heartfelt thank you to the Archives and Artifacts 

Committee who created the Centennial Time Line 

display. Thanks to Peggy Cafurello, who did all the 

printing, to Bill and Irene Cook, Jeanette Hettinger, 

Joyce Maier, Hans Meinig, Margie Rumpf, and Fran 

Whitehall. A special thank you to Hans for building 

our ingenious display rack for the Centennial Dinner. 

There should always be an engineer on a committee, 

and we had two, Bill and Hans. The Time Line will 

be returned to the hallway of the Parish Building in a 

few days, in case you have not seen it yet. We all had 

such fun putting it together that we have volunteered 

to do the next one in 20??.  

 

   Dottie Hill 

Preschool News 

It is hard to believe our school year is winding down. 

Our last day is May 28. But before that, we have a 

busy month of Trike-a-Thon for St. Jude’s, tea parties 

for Mommy, chapel, gym, and family picnics at 

Happy Hollow.  Many of our children will go on to 

kindergarten well prepared. Many will stay with us 

for another year or two. We love to see them grow 

and develop. We feel like one large family of Atone-

ment Christian Preschool children, parents, and 

teachers. As we host our Teacher Appreciation 

Luncheon on June 1, our teachers will already be 

planning for next year. We will be back September 8!  
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From the Congregational Advocate :   
With Eyes to See and Ears to Hear 

Spring blooms majestic, glorious in its growing spread 

of color, texture and shape, yet I wonder at its arrival. 

Isn’t it earlier this year? It is April as I ponder, and the 

azaleas are already fully in bloom. They did not wait 

for May or for the Mother’s Day parade of color when 

the azalea and the rhododendron mingle and merge into 

our view. Too early, too fast, too soon the days are 

gone. The seasons pass. Did we notice the passing? 

 

The choir notes raise, the brasses blow, and the organ 

sounds. It is Easter. Lifting to the eaves, dancing 

against the walls and windows, the sounds are glorious 

to our ears. Memories of Easter seasons past touch our 

hearts, causing eyes to tear in joy, sorrow and remem-

brance. The seasons of the church year mark time and 

cause us to pause and reflect as we hear again and 

again God’s story of creation, humanity, sin,  prophesy, 

birth, suffering, death and new life. Words and prayers 

of hope, forgiveness, thanksgiving, lament, and mercy 

permeate our hearing and probe our heart. All of these 

are reminders of God’s desire for relationship with us 

and our Lord’s commandment to be in relationship with 

one another, yes, even to love one another. Did we hear 

the song? Did we hear the call? Do we hear at all? 

 

More and more I hear the questioning cry, “Where has 

the time gone?” We seem to spin so fast that our days 

blur forward one into another. Mostly we do not pause, 

we do not reflect. There is no punctuation in our days. 

Merriam-Webster defines punctuation as marks in-

serted in written structures to separate and to clarify 

meaning. This early rush of spring matches our rush 

through our life seasons. Let’s help one another punctu-

ate our days by encouraging one another to be more 

mindful of rhythm and season, to be more mindful of 

word, prayer, and sacrament.   

 

It is truly a gift and a blessing to be in relationship with 

God’s people at Atonement and in the community, as 

well as the world. It is here that we have the opportu-

nity to listen, to question, to support and be supported, 

and to grow. It is here that we can encourage the body 

and its parts, with God’s empowerment, to discern 

God’s vision and call for each and all of us. 

 

Peace to you and yours, 

Lois 

 

If you are being called to become a visitor to the sick 

and homebound, an excellent 3-day training program is 

being offered at St Joseph’s Medical Center on May 18, 

19, and 20, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Contact 610-378-2535 

to register. 

A 100th birthday present to the  

community: 

Free concert at the Stone House 

Sunday, June 13, 2010 

6:00 p.m. 

Featuring bluegrass music by Stained 

Grass Window 

Fun for the whole family 

Refreshments available 
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Family Promise Volunteer Registration 

Financial Contributions: If you cannot serve physically, you can still 

help! 

 

I wish to offer: 
Ɗ  $50 to sponsor a person for the week of  May 23 -30 

Ɗ $______ to help with the ongoing costs of sundries, breakfast and lunch  

Financial contributions cover the cost of sundries, like shampoo, diapers, toothpaste, breakfast and 

lunches for families to take to work and school for the week.  

 

Volunteers for Host Week, May 23-30, 2010 

 

I want to serve as: 
Ɗ Dinner host/preparer: May 27, 28, 29 only - prepares a hot meal either at home or in the 

church kitchen; dinner is served at 6:00 p.m. by Atonement members on these evenings. Our 

Family Promise partners at Trinity Lutheran, Reading, prepare dinner for the other evenings.  

Ɗ Evening host - 5:30 ð8:30 p.m. socializes with guests and assists parents with childrenõs 

needs.  After supper, evening hosts conduct activities for children, help with homework, or assist 

guests with other needs.  

Ɗ Overnight host - 8:30 p.m. - 7:00 a.m.  spends time with guests, helps with homework, sleeps 

at church and is available in case of emergency. Hosts wake guests at 6:00 a.m. may also prepare 

morning coffee.  

Ɗ Breakfast preparer - 6:00 - 7:30 a.m.  sets out breakfast foods and helps clean up breakfast.  

Guests leave by 7:00 a.m.  

Ɗ Laundry worker - after host week, washes guestsõ and overnight hostsõ towels and sheets and 

returns them to the church for future host weeks.  

  

ƊTear down on Sunday, May 30 at 9:45 a.m. - helps tear down beds, load the trailer and take 

the trailer to the next congregation.  

 

Name______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone_______________________________________ 

E-mail address_____________________________________________________ 

 

I can help on (please circle dates you are available to help)  

 

May 23  May 24  May 25  May 26  May 27  May 28  

 

May 29  May 30  

 

Please return this sheet to the church office.  Thank you!  

 

WORSHIP    LEARN     SERVE 
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                 Registration for Atonementõs Vacation Bible School  

                    Baobab Blast: Godõs Great Get-Together 
           June 21 - 25,  8:45 - 11:30 a.m. and Sunday, June 27 at 10:00 a.m. worship 

 

Childõs Name: __________________________________________ 

Childõs Age: _______       Birth Date: _____/_____/_____        Gender:  M     F    

Last School Grade Completed: ______________ 

Name of Parent/Guardian: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ________________   Work Phone: _________________   Cell: _________________ 

E-Mail Address: ________________________________________________________                     

Home Congregation (if any): ______________________________________________ 

Person who will pick up child at 11:30 a.m. each day of VBS:________________________________  

Relationship to Child: _________________________________        

Phone: ______________________     

Emergency contact if parent/guardian cannot be reached:  _________________________ 

Relationship to Child: _________________________________        

Phone: ______________________     

Allergies (food, bee, etc.) or medical needs that staff should be aware of:     

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Any behavioral issues or strategies that will help us interact more effectively with 

your child?  ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Special needs/circumstances:  ___________________________________________________ 

Will you help at VBS?   

(Circle areas of interest)   Group Leader   Crafts    Games    Prepare Snacks on site    Nursery 

Name:  ______________________________________   Phone: ______________________ 

Days Available to Help:  ______  All       ______ Only:  Mon    Tues    Wed    Thurs    Fri 

-- Please return completed registration form to Atonement Lutheran Church Office by June 6, 2010 -- 
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Atonement Summer Day Camp Registration Form 

 
For Atonement Children Who Have Completed Kindergarten - 6th Grade 

June 21-25, 2010, 8:45 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Drop off as early as 7:00 a.m.            Pick up until 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

Childõs Name: _________________________      Age: ______      Grade Completed: _______ 

Parentõs Name:  ________________________      Phone:  _______________________ 

Time of a.m. drop off: _______________            Time of p.m. pick up: _______________ 

If drop -off before 7:00 a.m. or pick -up after 5:30 p.m. are needed for work schedule, please indicate and we will try to ac-

commodate. 

Person(s) authorized to pick up child: 

___________________    _____________         ______________________    _______________     

           (Name)                           (Relationship to Child)                   (Name)             (Relationship to Child)  

 

 Is there anything regarding your child and his/her behavior that we should be 

aware of for an all-day schedule and for outdoor activities? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____  Yes, I have registered my child for VBS 

_____ Yes, we are members at Atonement or have been attending Sunday school and/

or worship during 2009-10   

 

Please return registration to the Atonement church office by June 6, 2010. 
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ATONEMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH  

5 Wyomissing Blvd. 

Wyomissing, PA  19610-2081 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED  

Atonement Staff 

 

Richard H. Summy, Senior Pastor                                                                                 rsummy@atonementwyo.org  

Jason M. Lee, Associate Pastor                                                                                             jlee@atonementwyo.org 

Mark Rigg, Vicar                                                                                                                             mrig g@thehill.org  

 Tom Yenser, Director of Music                                                                                       tyenser@atonementwyo.org  

Cynthia A. Bickley, Preschool Director                                                                         cbickley@atonementwyo.org  

Christine Summy, Director of Adult Ministries                                                            csummy@atonementwyo.org  

Kathy Yenser, Director of Childrenõs Ministries                                                           kyenser@atonementwyo.org  

Jo Eileen Sturgis, Parish Secretary                                                                               jsturgis@atonementwyo.org  

Matthew Simmons, Financial Secretary                                                                  msimmons@atonementwyo.org  

Tom Gresh,  Property Manager                                                                                         tgresh@atonementwyo.org  

Mick Bryan , Sexton 

Lois Hein, Congregational Health Advocate                                                                       lhein@atonementwyo.org  

Our website: www.atonementwyo.org  

Church office phone number is 610 -375-3512 

Non-Profit  

Organization  

U.S. Postage 

PAID  

Reading, PA  

Permit # 191  

 

Our Mission 

By Godès grace, we strengthen one another in faith and share the good news of Jesus 
through worshiping, learning, and serving. 


