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Help Wanted: Sunday Morning Deacons

e Turn on the heat/ac in the parlor and

Worship Service In order to cut costs, our 2010 budget :
Times does not include provision for Sunday privacy rooms, as needed.
morning sextons. Because much of
Sundays g Late Deacon

what Sunday sextons do has been be- _
Arrive around 10:30 a.m.

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. hind the scenes, you may not have even® :
Sunday Church been aware that they existed. Well, they® Re‘?}g noreslzfggm SuEday Dgaﬁpré
School did and they performed valuable, neces- ~ Maliboxin (workroom behin
sary functions that we as members of Jodos office).
9:45 a.m. the congregation are now being called ® Prepare coffee for after the late ser-

vice.
e Turn off heat/ac in the parlor and
privacy rooms after the service.
Clean up and put away coffee set
ups.
Bring in orange traffic cones.

on to share. Members of the staff will
be opening the buildings at 7:30 a.m.
and locking at the close of late worship.
At our congregation council meeting on *
Monday, February 8, we decided that
we will ask for two volunteers for each
Sunday to care for many of the duties
that the sexton carried @ubne to take
care of things prior to the early service
and the second to care for the needs of
the late service.

Please prayerfully consider being a Sunr
day Deacon. To volunteer, contact the
church office and indicate your early or
late preference. The Hospitality Com-
mittee is coordinating this ministry. One
of the members will contact you with

We are going to call these crucial volun-

teers deacons. because deacon comes More details regarding dates of service

Inside this issue: from the Greek wor @9¥¥8% means fto
serve. o0 Your service wil!/ enabl e ou
From Pastor Summy 2 Sunday morning schedule to run
Council Corner 3 smoothly. VISItOI'S Needed
Choir Opportunity 4 :c)t:eefa?c”r?wcl)l?tilgné rough job description If you were part of the lay visitation pro-
Flute Fest P : gram that was started some time ago
100th Anniversary 5 and/or if you are interested in visiting

Early Deacon

«  Arrive around 7:30 a.m. one of two of our homebound members

First Communiont 6 . from time to time, please contact Dr. Ed
¢ Read notes left in Sunday Deacon Hein at 6166786543 or
enten Event mailbox in F109 (workroom behind dochein@comcast.net. Dr. Hein, in con-
Appalachian Service 7 Jobs office). . . . o T P
. ) nction with th ral car m, i
Project e Place the altar flowers in the chan- Junction with the pastoral care team, Is

cel committed to renewing this program and
Memorials 8 : is looking for your help. We will be pro-

¢ E:Jet O:rtetggf?erzr;gf;;&T?h(;og:ﬁ' viding training and support. Thanks for
* b y your prayerful consideration.

Youth News 10 service.

Atonement Lutheran Church
5 Wyomissing Blvd., Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610375-3512; Fax 616375-3511; www.atonementwyo.org
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From Pastor Summy :

In this space | usually reflect on some aspect of the

church year or something that is going on in the world

that impacts our lives as Christi@dnsr which calls for
some sort of Christian notice or respahse some-

thing that is happening (or should be happening) in the

life of the congregation.

This time, | am going to ask for a favor.

N
\C4

It is my responsibility to line up folks
to make sou@d and something a little
palatable for the kids for our Lenten
Faith Mattersprogram on Wednes-

day, March 17. | need five or six of

<

you to make a crock pot of your favor-

ite soup and one or two of you to commit to making

something like chicken nuggets for the kids and bring
to the church that day by about 5:30 p.m. so that the
earliest arrivals can

You may think of this as simply doing something nice

for the pastor and the congregation. No big deal. Seen
in a certain way, | suppose it is not. But the way | see

it, providing sustenance for the b@dand when |
write Abodyo | am thinki
Chris® is nothing less than an excellent exercise in
Christian vocation. There is a heed, and by your labc
and | ove you are helping
tians do according both to the Parable of the Good S
maritan (to name just one scriptural example of many
and Martin Lutheroés doct
Christian (to name something that is at the heart of o
understanding of who Lutheran Christians are and wk
we do).

More than that, you are enabling some of your brothe

begin

Let Them Eat Soup!

Prayer at 7:30.

All of it will start with fellowship and a simple meal
provided by a few of you on behalf of all of us.

So, if you are looking for a way to exercise your Chris
tian vocation muscles this Lent, give me a call or sen
me an email. After all, sometimes taking something ¢
is every bit as faithful as giving something up!

Oh, and | hope you will decide to stay for the whole
evening.

That way, not only will you feed, but you will also
have a chance to be fed.

it

eating at 5:45 p. m.

n t he nl nr al i

1 <
Earthquake Relief in Haiti
to meet it. Thatodés wha
- Since the earthquake in Haiti one month ago, the
) Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
rhasTeeeivgd over 47,800 giffs fotaling ngore than
ur $4.2 million to support humanitarian relief efforts in
1atHaiti. Financial gifts from the 4-Gillion-member
ELCA are used to purchase and distribute medicine,
drinking water, food, emergency shelter, sanitation
rs and hygiene kits and other materials to aid survivors
of the earthquake. Lutherans are also working to pro-

Aa n

n N

or

and sisters in Christ to be a part of a program that will ©" ‘ _
feed their spirits as well as fill their stomachs because Vide psychosocial services and other support. The
they will not have to worry about making and cleaning funds are dlstrlt_)uted to three partner organizations of
up dinner that night. Some will study the basics of the the ELCA working on the ground in Ha#ti The Lu-
faith from the point of @ vihe@yWogdFedgraton ((WF), Canevay kuihgran
and Large Catechisms. Others will be part of the ongo-World Relief (LWR), Baltimore; and Church World
ing discovery process about where our emerging rela- Service (CWS), New York. Financial contributions
tionship with our brothers and sisters in<t@p recov- | {0 support earthquake relief efforts in Haiti can be
ery programd aka Common Grourgdwill go next. given to Atonement, made at

Youth Choristers will rehearse in the choir room. http:/fwww.ELCA.org/haitiearthquake or made by
Families with young children and others will worship | calling 800638-3522.

briefly and informally at 6:30 p.m. Others will share in

the everpopular and always beautiful Holden Evening

o
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Council Corner

Greetings from your Congregation Council. This
month at Council we:

Welcomed four new members to Council: Joe Bialek,

Rachel Gambone, Jace Wandrisco, and our new Youtincluding the final scheduled event on February 3, 2010
Representative, Alexa Bickhart. Officers and commit-

tee assignments for 2010 are as follows:
David Swartz, President
Daral Woerle, Vice President and Property
Kate Harenza, Treasurer and Evangelism
Judy Wentzel, Secretary and Hospitality
Ed Kern, Finance Chairperson
Joe Bialek, Youth
Alexa Bickhart, Youth
Ellen Bryan, Activities
Rachel Gambone, Adult Ministries
Ed Hein, Adult Ministries
Gail Hoch, Fellowship
Patty Keisel, Social Ministry
Sue Koch, Chi |
Sean McCrae, Arts
John (Jace) Wandrisco, Hospitality
Bryan Wang, Stewardship
Sue Ziemer, Worship Support

dr enods

Reviewed a written list of Council member responsi-
bilities. As reported at the Annual Meeting, paid Sun-
day sextons will be replaced with Sunday morning
deacons volunteers from the congregation to carry
out duties previously accomplished by paid personnel
A number of Council members have volunteered for

this service, and more help is needed. (See article on

this important ministry. See Chris Summy for additiona
information.

Reviewed the very successful Common Ground series

featuring an inspirational and uplifting presentation by
our own Tom Scornavacchi. We intend to follow up with
this new and exciting ministry in 2010, as we begin our
process of discernment and planning starting with the
March meeting of Council. Stay tuned.

Were updated by Tom Yenser on the February 28 annual
D N

youth musical

Show).

presentat.i

Took other administrative actions, including adopting a
somewhat overdue updated schedule of funeral fees fo
organists, sextons and soloists, concluding to survey e
isting homebound members regarding the future of the
teMé miristyt and edinginating the congregational break
fast between Easter worship services this year.

=

Thank you for letting us be of service to you. We en-

courage you to feel free to approach any Council member

or staff with any questions or suggestions to better our
efforts on behalf of Atonement.

Regards,
. YOUR CONGREGATION COUNCIL

Dave Swartz
President

page 1.)

Reviewed January financial information, which was
somewhat encouraging as we begin the year. (See
January financial report summary below.)

Preliminarily discussed the need to revise the Sundayserings came in $18,000 more than budget for the mon

School curriculum for the Fall of 2010.

Reviewed encouraging peehool enrollment figures
and prospects for 20%0so far, 168 students are regis-
tered and all morning classes are filled.

Reviewed current commitments for the 2010 Appala-
chian Service Project scheduled for the week of June
27 to July 3 so far, 17 volunteers have signed on for

January Financial Report

While it is too early to identify any trends, the financial
news for January was encouraging. Pledges/member

almost $9,000 less than budgeted. Finally, in part be-

cause of shifting the preschool financial year to match the
year
very healthy. All told, budgeted income exceeded budg-

congregationbds fiscal

eted expenses by a total of $54,384.75 for January.
Thanks for your generosity and faithful stewardship!

P
1

of-
h,
although we should remember that some people pay their
entire pledge at the beginning of the year. Expenses were
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Holy Week Worship
Participants

Signup in the narthex throughout the season of Lent
to participate in some of the unique moments that set
Holy Week worship services apart from the rest of
the year.

Passion Sunday, March 280n the Sunday of the
Passion (Palm Sunday) we need 6 readers at each

service for the reading of the Passion according to St.

Luke. Choose a part with only one or two lines (First
Criminal, Second Criminal, Centurion), a slightly
larger part with several lines (Jesus, Pontius Pilate) o
the largest part (Narrator).

Maundy Thursday, April 1 : For the ritual of foot-
washing at our Maundy Thursday evening worship,
we need three volunteers to participate at 7:30 p.m.

Good Friday, April 2: Finally, at our Good Friday
liturgies we read the Passion according to St. John,
using 7 readers at each service: 12:15 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. Each part is about the length of a Sunday morn
ing reading.

Please volunteer to help make our Holy Week filled
with drama and inspiration.

Flute Fest

Flute Fest Il i Sunday, March 28 at 3:00 p.m.

The Arts at Atonement welcomes back the Atonemer
Flute Ensemble and Flutations for Flute Fest Ill, Sun-
day, March 28 at 3:00 p.m. in the nave. A total of 15
musicians, including 13 flutes, 1 baritone horn, and 1
string bass will present music by Sousa, Schubert,
SaintSaéns, Puccini and Vivaldi and assorted swing
and big band standards. The ensemble will also per-
form two recently composed pieces: a musmal depic
tion of a ATraffic
Lombardo, and a creamy, rich concoc-
tion for 5 alto flutes and 2 bass flutes ==

called fAChocol at e 5 €
invited to attend; a free will offering will

be collected to bensg
ministry.

=

—

100th Anniversary Choir

Rehearsal: Thursday, April 8, 7:8030 p.m. in the
choir room
Sing in worship: Sunday, April 11 at 11:00 a.m.

A I'p 58 s n Allpastand current mem-

o bers of Atonement Choir,
0,2 0. b B and any other interested
0 % D LR § members and friends, are

invited to a unique event as
part of our 108 anniversary year a 100" Anni-
versary Choir. Participating is eaisgome to just
one rehearsal, Thursday, April 8, for one hour,
7:30-8:30 p.m. Child care will be provided dur-

ing this rehearsal! On Sunday morning, April 11,
we will warm up and rehearse again during the
Sunday school hour, beginning at 10:00 a.m.; then
we will lead music in worship at 11:00 a.m.

We welcome all adult singers to this event, but es-
pecially those who have sung with Atonement
Choir in the past even if it was the distant past!
Please invite family members, friends and
neighbors who may no longer attend Atonement,
but who might still be interested in this etime-

only reunion.

There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex to reg-
ister for this event, so that we can be sure to have
enough music copies available; however; pre
registration is not a requiremengeven if you do

not sign up ahead of time, you are invited to come
on April 8 and April 11 to add your voice to the
anniversary choir. Let
friends old and new and fill the worship space with
beautiful music on April 11 as we continue our an-
niversary celebration.

For more information or to register, please contact
Tom Yenser, 6143753512
or tyenser@atonementwyo.org

bv Ricky
*******************************
z) Youth Recital and Revue

%
* Sunday‘ February 28

Ak onement

7:00 p.m. in the nave

2222

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

1,2.2.2.0.2.20.8.9.2.0.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.8.0 8.1
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100th Anniversary Update

Congratulations Atonement! We survived the bliz-

zard of 2010 (not to mention a couple of other snow- and wonderful time in our church's history.

storms thrown in for good measure)!

With March finally here let's hope we've seen the last unteer for any of our upcoming events, please contag

of old man winter for awhile. And with that in mind,
let's look ahead and see what's cooking.

Well, speaking of cooking, have you sent in your res- Reeser, Rick Summy, Karen Wang.

ervation for theLl0OOth Anniversary banquetthat

will be held at the Inn at Reading on Friday, April
23? If not, please take a moment to reserve your s
now and join us as we toast our first 100 years. Thi
buffet style dinner starts with a cocktail hour from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m., with dinner immediately follow-
ing. Pastor Tom Reinsel will share a few words with
us. Reservation forms are included in the weekly
church bulletin. The cost is $37.50 person; $75 per
couple. Contact Dave Reeser or Barbara Homsher
with questions.

We are also planning a spring concert at the Stone
House in Wyomissing, on Sunday, June 13. This w
be a free concert in the park for the entire commu-
nity. Stained Grass Window will perform on Sunday
evening, starting at 6 p.m. Refreshments will be
available. Watch for more details as we get closer t
this event.

As we said before, we hope you've heard many of ¢
former leaders at our Sunday services. In February
Pastor Tom Reinsel was our most recent guest. It's
been great having these leaders back to join us. Bu
we're not done yet. There's more to come. Mark yo
calendars in March, April, and May as we welcome
Pastor Luther Routté, March 14, Pastor Peter Pettit
April 11, and Pastor Eric Shafer, May 9.

Details about our history book and picnic are just
beginning to take shape. Watch the newsletter for
more details in the coming months.

100th Anniversary-shirts are still available at a cost
of only $10 for youth and $12 for adult. They're gre:
to wear at all our events.

On behalf of the 100th Anniversary team, we say
thank you again for all that you have done to help

make this 100th anniversary celebration a memorabl¢

If you have any questions, suggestions, or wish to vo

member of the 100th Anniversary Team: Karl All-
mendinger, Rich Bainbridge, Kathy Bickhart, Bob
Eisenbrown, Dottie Hill, Barbara Homsher, Dave

pot

D

Menes

Brea
The Men's Breakfast is scheduled %
for Thursday, March 11, at 7:30 Q
a.m. at the Highlands. The spea 'm-* *
(postponed from February becau )
of the snowstorm) will be Major *
Colin DeVault, who was recently
assigned with his wife to direct the activities of the Sa
vation Army in the greater Reading area. The
DeVaults have been officers in the Salvation Army fo
over thirty years. They are fluent both in English and
Spanish, which has many benefits when serving the
diverse population of the city. Reading is their eighth
assignment. Major DeVault will describe the y&ar
history of the Salvation Army and its service in 120
urcountries around the world. He will discuss the ser-
vices delivered to the poor and needy members of ou
5 society. The major will also describe the plans and
t mission for the Army in the 21st century. Sign up in
ur the narthex and join us to welcome Major DeVault to
Reading and hear firsthand about his ministry, chal-
lenges and opportunities to serve God's people thoug
the esteemed organization of the Salvation Army.

o

Adult SCS

Sundays March 7, 21 and 28: Ongoing Bible Study:
The Gospel of Luke.

Sunday, March 14: Atonement Centennial Anniversa
speaker: Welcome back Pastor Routte!

There is no Social Justice Sunday scheduled for the

month of March.

At

D

k f

Jh
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First Communion Classes

Typically, families with children in
Grades 2 and older, who have not ha =
First Communion instruction, partici- \__/

pate in our First Communion class. If ‘3
you have not yet received a letter anc ﬁ
registration card, please contact the

church office to request one. Following

are the dates for classes:

Sundays, April 25, May 2 and May 9 from 9:45 to
10:45 a.mi Classes for both children and parents
Saturday, May 15 at 5:30 p.m.Celebration dinner in

Lundin Hall for First Communicants and their families.

A rehearsal in the nave will follow the meal.
Sunday, May 16 at 11:00 a.m. worshkijChildren re-

ceive their First Communion. At 9:45 a.m. that day, a

group photograph of the children will be taken in the
nave.

Lenten Event

This year our Sunday school children will learn th
story of Holy Week by making a banner that will
serve as a story board for Palm Sunday through
Easter Sunday. Our older children from grades 4
through 6 will lead the younger children in creatin
their own banner and learning the Holy Week
story. The goal is for all the children to be able to
walk Jesus through the various days on their ban
while telling the story to family and friends.

Our first through third grade children will partici-
pate in this Lenten Event on March 7, 91450:45
a.m. Our younger children will participate on
March 21. We are grateful for the work of tHe 4
through &' graders on both days as they teach the
younger children about this most important week
for Christians.

Deadline for registration is the second Sunday of Easter,
April 11, 2010. This will be the only instruction held in
2010.

First Communion is a faith milestone for children and a
time for families to journey deeper together as they expe
ence Christ in this holy meal. We look forward to working
with you and your child in preparing for this faith mile-
stone.

League of Lutherans

For our March event, all'46™ graders are invited to
bowling in Lundin Hall! Yes, you read that right
bowling in Lundin Hall! Come for activities, food, and
fun. We will gather Friday, March 19 from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. A snack will be provided, but eat dinner before
you come. Hope to see you there!

r

VBS & Day Camp

Mark your calendars! Our 2010 Vacation Bible
School will be held on June 2b at 8:4511:30
a.m. Children age 3 through Grade 4 are invited
participate in this fusilled week of Bible stories,
songs, games, crafts, and drama activities. Youtt
from grades 5 on up are invited to serve as helpe
throughout the week. VBS is open to all Atone-
ment members, preschool families, friends and
neighbors.

We will again offer our Atonement members the
option of expanding the VBS day to include a-full
day, summer camp experience. The summer can
will be held the same week as VBS, June281
Camp days will consist of VBS in the morning fol-
lowed by lunch and summer activities like swim-
ming, organized games, and-gffe outings. We
will offer early morning dropff and late afternoon
pick-up for working parents.

Registration forms for VBS and summer day cam
will be available soon.

ner

to

\
rs

np
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Appalachian Service Project

On the last Monday of February, we gathered for our
first teambuilding session as we prepare to venture tc
yetto-be disclosed location in West Virginia, Kentuck
or Tennessee. We watched a film caltchnger With

a Camerawhich depicts the 1967 killing of Canadian
fil mmaker Hugh O6Connor
ing images of poverty in the Kentucky coal fields. We

meet Hugh, a wealthy, west coast Hollywood film pro-

ducer and Hobart Ison, the proud, irate property owne
who shot him. And in watching this film, we learn
about the importance of sensitivity as we venture intg
the proud culture of the mountain people, who do not
see their circumstances the same way we do. We ha
so much to learn from them!

So far, we are: Ray Warmkessel, Cathy Ciatto, David
Ciatto, Francesca Ciatto, Pam Barby, Lexi Barby, Ter
Reed, Mary Ann Reed, Megan Wandrisco, Milton Ha
Dorothy DelLong, Paul DeLong, Caroline Endy, Joanr
Gabel, Ken Gabel, Scott Boyer, Karen Sandloop, Chr
Summy and Rick Summy.

It is not too late to register to participate. If you are
over the age of 14, have completed the eighth grade,
can commit to five of six teambuilding sessions, can
pay a $180 registration

have scholarships!) and are available the week of June

27 to July 3 ~ we promise to get you back in time for
the fourth of July ~ contact Chris Summy at &%
3512 or email csummy@atonementwyo.org.

Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers, as well
the people of Appalachia, as we ready ourselves to
make homes warmer, safer and drier!

Stephen Ministry

In Stephen Ministry, lay caregivers (called Stephen
Ministers) provide on¢o-one, confidential compan-
ionship and care to the bereaved, hospitalized, tern
nally ill, separated, divorced, unemployed, relocate
and others facing a crisis or life challenge. Stephen
Ministry helps our pastors pastoral care team provig
caring ministry for as long as people need it. This is
especially important now that we have had to say
goodbye to Pastor Wyse, our visitation pastor. With
that in mind, we are eager to set up a training class
for the fall of 2010. If you are someone who longs t
put your listening presence and compassion into se
avice to members of our congregation who just want
someone to visit or listen, please contact Chris
Summy at 616875-3512 or email
csummy@atonementwyo.org.

shot

y

who was whil e capt

2l

Spiritual Formation

Do you long for a deeper spiritual life, to live true to
V€ the things that really matter? Do you long for a
deeper awareness of God's presence in your daily
life? Welcome to spiritual formation: a ministry of
companionship to encourage you in your spiritual
Y walk. It is not too late to come and be a part of a
l, group of people who want to deepen their spiritual
'€ jife. For 12 weeks, on Tuesdays in March, April and
'S May, at 6:00 p.m. we gather in the parlor to learn
about Jesusd ministry a
through conversation, journaling, prayer and medita
tion, and being attentive to the presence of God in
our lives. If you are interested in being a part of this
small group experience and are willing to commit to
Fafiehding P2weeks! ortact 'Chris JuPhiy afedd
1€ 3753512 or email csummy@atonementwyo.org.
Anyone who has been a part of a prior formation
group is welcome, too!
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Memorials

We are grateful to acknowledge the following gifts to
the glory of God.

Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund

in loving memory of Carolyn Brossman by Lynn B.
Eagleson and Randal S. Brossman

in loving memory of Helen Handwerk by Lucia and
Henry Suppan

in loving memory of Tory Beard Hodgkins by

Youth Group Fund

in loving memory of Kurt Wildman by:
James and Fani Polyak

James and Alycia Rawls

Jennifer L. Johnson

J. Kenneth and Terrianne Fritz

John R. Roche

The Kisslings

Mogel, Speidel, Bobb, and Kershner
Rosemary and David Bestwick

in loving memory of Barbara Ogren by
Nancy Hemmerich

Solveiga B. Ermanis

Nancy Confalone

Neil and Joan Enevoldsen
Donn Huot

Joan H. Olsen

Martha S. Trump

Linda T. Whitford

The Prazak Family

Bruce and Judy Edwards
James and Karen Halliday
Susan and Kenneth DeCicco
F.M. and B. J. Guist

Marian Pounder

in loving memory of John and Marguerite Veil by
Mandi Veil

in thanksgiving for Elizabeth B. Rothermel by Dr.
and Mrs. Vincent J. Moffitt

Preschool Fund

in loving memory of Mary Mills by Rich and Jean
Sweigart

in loving memory of Cathy Romano by Rich and
Jean Sweigart

Preschool News

On March 3 our four year olds will visit the Planetar-
ium at the Reading Museum as a special field trip for
our Space unit.

We al ways | ook forward t
and 12 when our children guide their fathers (for one
hour) through activities of painting, collage, puzzles,
block building, science, and library and of course,
snack. We will worship in chapel twice this month:
AThe Battle of Jerichoo
Night.o( 1 Samuel 3)

We will celebrate spring and Easter with egg hunts on
March 25 and 26.

Creative Kids Camp for agesS3will be held July 12

15, 9:0011:30 a.m. This year we will explore fairy
tales through art, music, theater and gym with Mrs.
Egan, Mrs. Brossman and Mrs. Hazlett. Church mem-
bers may register March12 with Mrs. Bickley to en-

sure a space. Tuition is $95 and due at the time of reg-

istration.
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Called to Journey

Called to journey, again? It is the church season called

Lent. It begins today, Ash Wednesday. We gotochurcha | one; |
mid-week and receive that dark smudge of ashes on our
forehead, the reminder that we come from ash, and it is to

ash that we will return. | already know that, so why do |
have to follow that path again? The path is long: forty
days! Forty days of trudging this §@arold body; and
this year it is through 24 inches of snow, no less! Why,
the church parking lot is not even fully plowed! Surely
God will understand if | stay home.

Last night, between the blood drive and the Cub Scout
meeting, | had to wait a full fifteen minutes trapped in t
parking lot. This big van could not maneuver its large

body into the small space banked with snow piles. The
| was, me and another older man, held captive by the

stuck van, its flustered driver, and those snow banks. It
was cold and damp, my body and mind were tired. | su
pect he, the older man, was tired too. Why was he ther

anyway, after dark, walking with a cane on icy surfaces? says God hears us every time we utter his name.
Why did he journey to the church on a cold winter night? How precious we are to our Creator that he bends h

Surely he was not with the Cub Scouts? Maybe the blo
drive?

This journey that calls to us: I think | know where it end
up. We are called to retrt
teaching, healing, and ministering, layered with feelings
of fatigue, frustration, betrayal, loneliness, questioning,
threats and finally dying by the hands of others. Why
drag ourselves down this path again? Is there anything
new to learn? Is there any growth at all in this journey?
looks like dying to me.

Is that the call, Lord? Is the call to push and pull our ag
ing bodies and to stumble through our questions and
doubts? Is it to struggle with our willingness to walk you
pathway? Is the call to lay aside our sigiubting and
selfpreoccupation and follow your leading presence
which nudges, guides, and empowers us to journey
through the seemingly barren landscape? Are you calli
us to put our stuff aside to allow for your growth within
and around us? Is there something you want us to see

this journey? Can we trust to the end of ourselves, look- t i

ing toward the promise of you? Will there be enough
light to see? Will there be enough soup to feed? Will
there be enough energy to follow? Will there be enougt
love to abide?
And so, the

journey begi-t

discarding a lot of ourselves to allow for a lot more of
God. Trusting in the darkness, trusting in our fellow
companions, trusting that the snow banks which block
us today will melt away tomorrow, trusting in our Lord
et uUus journeyé

Praying for you on the journey,
Lois Hein

No Call Waiting

nCall wupon me and
I i st en Jdremialy29:02. 0

c ome

e
Jeremiah knew the importance of being listened to.

reHe procl ai med Godds mes
unseeing, unhearing, unresponsive nation of Judah.
His ironic good news: God is listening!

S_

e Do you ever feel like no one is listening? The Bible

S
odomnipotent ear each time we call on him in prayer.

The prayer ministry team wants to remind everyone
s in our congregation to feel free to use the prayer re:
saueee qliet placs i6 ourslibraryp dlo résarvaton ig h

spend some time with him.

Lesley Shimp
It Member of Atonement Prayer Ministry Team

Be an Usher!

Ir

Enlist now! We want you! We are looking for a few
good people to join the ranks of our usher teams. This
ngds a great way to serve our church. The training is
easy and your enlistment lasts as long as you want it
oto. An usher team is called to duty approximately ten
mes a year .-
be anyone currently on a team or not on a team. You
will be called upon only if the team on duty has too
1 few members to perform their duties. Sign up today on
the clipboard in the narthex or call Mick Bryan at 610
6707220 or email him at Imb2515@comcast.net
nséagain. A Lenten

5 needed. Papa God would love for you to come in and

passage

and

sag

nNWe uahe®o snee
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NEews

youth Recital and Rfuuuep_m_
sunday, February 8@ .th ot
Many of our talented vc-uc -
rform a variety of rnusm:f gum e
e what a gifted group oty
see

March ‘10

Reading Royals Hucke?r Game
Faith and Family Night
March 6 @ 7:05 p.m.

have here at Atonement.

ilies! Come,
| Young, old, fami
All ages are welcome ng Royals hockey! All people

- outh for Readi . nt. Tickets
jointhe y re invited to attend this eve ~rthex
of all ages a Please signup inthe n

erson. Lee.
are $11.,00 per p ! r money to Pastor
or online and give you February 21.

Deadline for signing up I sunday,

Wednesday,

For our Lenten meals, we are all pj
responsibility March 10, Come to th

—we'll show you

teching

Youth to Prepare a Lenten

March 10, beginning at 4:00 p.m.
Catechetics Service Event!

e kitchen and help to make soup!
what to do! Please sign up with

Meal for the co ngregation

into prepare 2 50Up meal. The youth are taking on this

No culinary skills are required
Pastor Lee,

This event will be held here at Atone

“Trouble the Water” will gather
baptismal life and the Christian
Inworship and in a shared meal, in small

Theological Education with Youth
Saturday, April 10
ment. We must reg

Jason Lee if you are able to attend.
ninth and tenth grade
callings to witn

ister ahead of time, so contact Pastor

youth for a day of exploring the fullness of
€ss and work against violence and for peace,

presentations, in music and skits, in discy

Eroups and large groups, invideo and multimedia

ssions and in prayer, youth will explore what it
rive for justice and peace in all the earth."

means to
"live among God's faithfy| people..and st

Troubling
~>~—~the Water

"-"“‘

“t0 [IVe among God's faihful people”
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Family Promise

Family Promise is an organization that provides |
resources for families experiencing homelessnesfs
for the first time. In addition to job training, hous-
ing assistance, financial coaching, parenting skills
and any number of social, medical and communi}y
resources, there are 31 congregations in Berks
County who invite families into our churches and‘
synagogues to live for one week. Families, on av-
erage, are O0in the prog
lot of volunteers to help set up the church, conveLt
classrooms into bedrooms, help our guests get |
breakfast, to make dinner for them, to help our |
guests clean up, to be available in case of emer-
gency and to help our guests get their things to
their next resting place. Our next host week is |
May 23-30. If you are available the week of May
23-30 and are willing to give a couple of hours té
help our guests as they put their home life back |
together, contact Chris Summy at 6316-3512 |
or email csummy@atonementwyo.org. |

Collection for Opportunity House

During the month of March, we will be collecting

the following items for Opportunity House. You |
may place your donations in the wooden boxes in |
the narthex. |

Personal care items: toothbrushes, toothpaste |
(small tubes work best), deodorant, soap, travel |
soap holders, razors, shaving creaniip, toilet

paper, paper towels, tissues, new and used towels‘
and washcloths, shampoo, combs, hair picks, hair-
brushes, and womenobs

Medical needs: aspirin, Tylenol, antacids, cold and|
flu medicines, alcohol, bandaids, peroxide.

Infant and children needs: diapers (all sizes, espe-‘
cially large), pullups, wipes, baby bottles, baby \
powder, crib sheets, blankets, bumper pads, socks
and childrenods |
Adult needs: socks, underwear, work boots, new |
and used blankets, new pillows, twin sheets and
pillowcases, totes.

s 3 n\'/ofune%ererg are ntee%ela to deliver the plants to our shut

under wear .

Easter Flowers and
World Hunger Donations

Donors are needed for the plants which will decorate
the church on Easter. This year we will have tulips and
daffodils as well as lilies. We are requesting $8.50 per
plant, but any amount is welcome. (Checks should be
made payable to Atonement.) If you wish to order one
or more plants, please return the attached form to the
Ceiyeffie oy Sy, Mprgh 23

| t t ake

| wish to provide __ plants for Easter.

___inloving memory of

__in thanksgiving for

Name

As an alternative to (or in addition to) donating a plant,
you are invited to make a donation to the World Hun-
ger Appeal. Donations will be listed in the Easter bul-
letin, and may be made in memory of or in thanksgiv-
ing for a loved one. Please return the form below by
March 30 with your donation. Make checks payable to
Atonement.

I wish to make a donation of to the World
Hunger Appeal.

___inloving memory of

___in thanksgiving for

Name

ins following the Easter services. To volunteer, please
call Joann Pacifico, 628750926, email Joann at
joannpacifico@yahoo.com or contact Jo at the church
office, 6103753512, or jsturgis@atonementwyo.org.
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