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You're invited to be part 

of Atonement's ongoing 

centennial celebrations 

by joining us for a Fam-

ily Dance Party on Satur-

day January 9, 2010 

from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. in 

the gym. There will be 

hits to dance to from today and yes-

terday, door prizes, party games for 

kids of all ages, rooms upstairs for 

quieter partying with cards and 

board games, and of course, birth-

day cake for everyone. Please bring 

a gift of a non-perishable food item 

for the Lutheran Pantry. RSVP on 

the clipboard in the narthex. If you'd 

like to help, speak to one of our 

Birthday Party Committee members 

- Ellen Bryan, Michelle Geddio, 

Amy Sharkey, Crystal Shirk, 

Melissa and Megan Wandrisco, and 

Karen Wang.  

Atonementès Birthday Party 

This year the Sunday school children will lead us in retelling the 

Christmas story on January 3, during the season of Christmas.  Join 

us at 9:45 a.m. in the nave for the story told through narration and 

carols as the children come forward to depict the nativity scene.  Af-

terwards we will move to Lundin Hall for a time of fellowship until 

10:45 a.m.  People of all ages are invited to participate, especially 

families of our Sunday school children.  There will be no other Sun-

day school offerings that day. 

 

Will you help us provide food for our fellowship time by bringing a dozen cookies 

on a disposable plate to Lundin Hall on the morning of January 3?  This will serve 

as our refreshments for the event along with coffee, tea and punch.  The Childrenôs 

Ministries Committee is grateful for everyoneôs help in collectively providing the 

refreshments as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior.  

SCS Children Tell the Christmas Story 

We are more than halfway to our goal!  Once 

again, you have responded to Godôs grace 

with generosity.  The total pledges/gifts re-

ceived for Atonementôs 100th Anniversary 

campaign, as of December 15, is $103,000 

toward our goal of $200,000!  Gifts may be 

made through the end of 2010 (write ñHope 

for the Futureò on the memo line).  We are 

hoping to conclude the pledge phase by the 

end of January.  Should you need another 

copy of the 100th Anniversary Pledge Sheet, 

please contact the church office.  By way of 

thanks, we plan to create a plaque, to be lo-

cated in Lundin Hall, which will give thanks 

for our first 100 years of ministry and include 

the names of all who give a gift of any 

amount to this campaign. 

And thanks again for your generosity on be-

half of Atonementôs missionðboth now and 

in the future. 

Hope for the Future: 
100th Anniversary Campaign 
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From Pastor Summy :  Connections 

Amid our celebration of our 100th anniversary a ñsonò 

of Atonement (sons and daughters are those from the 

congregation who enter the ordained ministry), just shy 

of his 90th birthday, has died. 

 

John Augustus Kaufmann was one of four Atonement 

ñsonsò who attended The Lutheran Theological Semi-

nary at Philadelphia in the 1940s, along with Robert 

Wuchter, Orville Hartman and Wilfred Steffy.  (A 

photo of the four may be found on the anniversary 

timeline in the Education wing hallway.) 

 

John never really left the seminary.  After he graduated, 

he was called to serve on the staff and lived on campus 

until his death on December 5.  Over the years he si-

multaneously served in countless roles: secretary of the 

board; director of admissions, financial aid, food ser-

vices, and housing; and bursar.  On Saturdays he would 

don overalls to clean gutters, rake leaves, and otherwise 

tend to the general maintenance of the seminary cam-

pus. It now takes eight or nine people to do what John 

Kaufmann once did all by himself.  Having served un-

der six presidents, he became the institutionôs memory.  

He knew the story of every tree, where the underground 

pipes ran, probably the number of electrical outlets.  

From the store of his file cabinets in his 3rd floor 

ñretirementò office, in which he worked daily until just 

recently, he could produce an obscure document that 

was decades old in mere seconds. 

 

His speaking voice was a mere whisper and he was 

slight of build, but back in my day, when you were a 

student, he was the most intimidating presence on cam-

pus.  It didnôt matter who the president was, we all 

knew who ran the place.  Which brings me to a confes-

sion of sorts.   

 

While I was in seminary I had a cat, which was ex-

pressly forbidden in the housing contract.  For three 

years I worried about this transgression because the cat 

loved to sit in the window and, well, Dr. Kaufmann 

roamed every nook and cranny of the campus.  Visions 

of suspension danced in my head.  But, despite my fear, 

there was never so much as a disconcerting word said 

until the week before I graduated.  As I was heading to 

class, I caught up to Dr. Kaufmann, who was making 

his rounds, and I walked beside him for a while.  In his 

quiet, sideways manner he mentioned that he always 

enjoyed the statue of a cat that I 

had in my apartment window.  He 

knew all along.  I should have 

known.  It turns out that he wasnôt 

the strict law enforcer he some-

times seemed to be but was, in-

stead, a true gentleman with an 

enduring faith and a dry, dry, dry sense of humor.   

 

Before Atonement had a church to call home, when 

John was just a small boy, the congregation worshiped, 

for a time, in a tent.  The electricity for the power and 

lights in the tent was provided by a long extension cord 

that ran from the Kaufmann garage.  So, for a time, 

Harry Kaufmann provided light and power for Atone-

ment. 

 

And for a good long time, John Kaufmann did the same 

for the seminary. 

 

On Monday, December 14, Chris and I had the privi-

lege of attending John Kaufmannôs funeral service at 

the seminary chapel.  The service was brief but beauti-

ful.  Pastor Glenn Miller, a member of Atonement cur-

rently serving in Wisconsin, sang.  Former Atonement 

senior pastor John Richter, now chair of the board at 

the seminary, was there too.  These are some of the cur-

rent connections between this congregation and its 

seminary. 

 

The best part came at the end, when we processed to 

some of the places on campus that were particularly 

important to John.  The procession stopped one last 

time in the backyard of his modest house where a small 

hole in the shape of a cross had been dug.  There his 

ashes were laid to rest, the dirt turned back over them.  

And a man who was Godôs gift to the seminary, a man 

who as a boy and teen attended Sunday School and 

worship at Atonement, was laid to rest.   

 

It was the end of an era.  Sports players move regularly 

from team to team.  Pastors move from congregation to 

congregation.  Hardly anyone works for the same com-

pany or lives in the same place during his or her entire 

adult life.  But John Kaufmann left Wyomissing and 

Atonement, graduated from Muhlenberg College and 

Mt. Airy, as the seminary was then known, and stayed 

put.  It was what God had called him to do, and he 
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served that call faithfully, to the end. 

 

These long standing connections between Atonement 

and the seminary, which also include Betty Pettit and 

other sons and daughters of the congregation, as well 

as your current senior pastor and director of adult 

ministries, are a kind of microcosm of the community 

of the church.   We support the seminary with our 

time, talent and treasure, and the seminary forms 

ministers of the word who serve the spirit of the liv-

ing God in the world through the church.  We care 

for each other in good times and bad.  We benefit 

from the wisdom of professors, and we serve the 

seminary in pursuit of its mission.  Recently, we were 

fortunate and honored to have the seminary president, 

Dr. Philip Krey, present Atonement with the Excel-

lence in Ministry Award only hours after Dr. Kauf-

mannôs death.  At our best, we provide electricity and 

power, light and life to each other.  Iôm very glad that 

despite John Kaufmannôs death these connections 

between the seminary and this congregation continue 

in the flesh.  As some of you know, Tom Scornavac-

chi, a son of this congregation, is in his first year of 

studies at the seminary.  We couldnôt have a better 

representative.   

 

So, at the beginning of this new year, it is my prayer 

that, along the way and in the end, whether we stay 

or go, wherever we find ourselves, having glimpsed 

the grace of God alive in people like John Augustus 

Kaufmann, we too might respond to Godôs call in our 

lives with a faith that perseveres and a love that en-

dures, come what may.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S.  If you would like to make a gift to the seminary 

in memory of John Kaufmann, please make a check 

payable to Atonement with ñKaufmann memorial 

giftò in the memo line.  We will be happy to ensure 

that the seminary receives it. 

It was a wonderful Christmas present to receive a gift 

of $10,000 from an anonymous donor for the Atone-

ment Bach Scholarship fund, administered by Reading 

Music Foundation.  This fund is used to give scholar-

ships to deserving Berks County students who demon-

strate proficiency on their instruments by playing the 

music of Bach and other composers for a panel of 

judges.  Last year over 25 young people from across 

the county competed to win six monetary awards.  All 

six winners then played for us during the spring in 

Sunday worship. 

 

You can help, too!  In celebration of this generous 

gift, we invite all members and friends of Atonement 

to join with the donor in contributing to this out-

standing program.  Wouldnôt it be wonderful if all of 

us together could match the donorôs generosity over 

the next two years and contribute another $10,000 to 

the fund by the end of 2011? 

 

Please consider accepting this challenge and making 

your contribution today.  Make your check payable to 

Reading Music Foundation, PO Box 14835, Read-

ing, PA 19612-4835.  Please include the words 

ñAtonement Bach Scholarshipò in the memo line.  If 

you have other questions, please contact Tom Yenser 

at the church office. 

Anonymous Donor makes 
$10,000 gift to Atonement Bach 

Scholarship Fund 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 7 after 11:00 a.m. worship in 

Lundin Hall 

(Yes, this is Super Bowl Sunday but we should 

finish about 5 hours before game timeé) 



Thank you to everyone who participated in our Advent 

service project on Wednesday evenings here at Atone-

ment. Our gratitude goes out to you whether you made 

dough for the evening, donated sprinkles or other 

cookie decorations, baked cookies ahead of time, led a 

station, worked in the kitchen, packed the cookies, pro-

vided music, or worked together to make the goodies. It 

took many people to make all the treats given to our 

homebound members and sold to raise funds so that the 

2010 ASP team can travel to Appalachia to refurbish 

houses. Thanks to everyone working together, we are 

able to help others experience more fully Emmanuel, 

God with us.  

Thank You! 
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League of Lutherans  

Learning Ministries Day 

at Atonement on January 23, 2010  

8:30 a.m.ð3:30 p.m. 
For all Sunday school teachers, committee members 

from Childrenôs, Youth and Adult Ministries and other 

church leaders interested in growing in faith: 

 

Mark your calendar for an enriching day planned by the 

Faith Formation Resource Team of our Northeastern 

Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA.  The theme for the day is 

Psalms: The Poetry of Faith.  Back by popular demand, 

the keynote speaker is Rolf A. Jacobson, who is an au-

thor and associate professor of Old Testament studies at 

Luther Theological Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota.  

Rolf is an engaging, dynamic speaker and storyteller 

who has a gift for making Scripture come alive.  In ad-

dition to the presentation by Rolf Jacobson, each regis-

trant may select two workshops to attend.  Tom Yenser 

will be leading one of the workshops, Not the Same Old 

Psalms.  A schedule for the day as well as a complete 

list of workshops can be found at  

www.godslove.org/calendar/details.htm. 

 

Please contact Chris Summy or Kathy Yenser to get 

more information about the day and a registration form.  

Individuals should register through Atonement and not 

directly with the synod office.  Deadline for registration 

is Sunday, January 10, 2010.  Register today in order to 

grow in your own faith and to discover ways to share 

your faith with others.  We hope for a large number of 

Atonement registrants this year so that together we can 

be hospitable to our guests from many congregations.         

 

The children are always excited to return to preschool 

each New Year.  Themes of winter, the alphabet and 

dinosaurs fill our month.  The gym provides a great 

place for large motor activities.  Chapel on Jan 20 and 

21 with Pastor Summy and Mr. Yenser will introduce 

ñA Baby in a Basket,ò Exodus 1-2:10.  Children will be 

making Baby Moses to take home.  Parents will meet 

with our teachers January 28 and 29 to discuss develop-

mental milestones.  

Preschool News 

Attention, League of Lutheran (LOL for 

short) Youth, those in the fourth through 

sixth grades! On Friday, January 15, 

you are invited to come to the church 

for an evening of games, fellowship, 

and make-your-own pizza! We will 

meet at the church at 6:00 p.m. with 

pick up at 8:00 p.m. Please contact Pas-

tor Lee to let him know if you are able 

to attend.  

Vacation Bible School 
June 21-25, 2010 

Mark your calendar! Atonementôs Vacation Bible 

School will be held on June 21-25, 2010 at 8:45-11:30 

a.m. for children age 3 through Grade 4. Youth from 

Grade 5 on up are invited to help with VBS. Full day-

camp also will be available that week for children who 

have completed Kindergarten and higher grades and 

whose families are members of Atonement. Reserve 

these dates so your child can join in the summer fun of 

VBS/day camp here at Atonement!  
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Join us on Wednesday, January 6 for the third lecture 

in the ñHealing Power of Spiritualityò series.  We are 

delighted to welcome Reverend Jack Able, MDiv, 

MBA, Director of Pastoral Services for Caron Treat-

ment Centers, as our speaker.  His topic will be 

ñSpirituality and Addiction.ò  He presents spirituality 

in a warm, accessible manner.  His ecumenical, 

down-to-earth recovery worship service at Caron 

draws as many as 400 people (some in recovery from 

addiction, some not) each Sunday.   

 

Reverend Jack is an ordained elder of the United 

Methodist Church.  He has a long history of involve-

ment in ministry for and with the 12-step community, 

including the development of 12-step worship ser-

vices and counseling, lecture, and retreat ministries 

for recovering persons.  He is a trustee of Wesley 

College in Dover, Delaware, and an advisory mem-

ber to WHYY.  Before coming to Caron, he served in 

Rehoboth, Delaware, as a senior pastor of a vibrant 

ministry known for its outreach to recovering per-

sons. 

 

In October and November our nave was bursting with 

more than 250 people who gathered together to learn 

more about recovery as a developmental journey of 

personal growth.  The speaking was terrific and the 

energy in the room was contagious.  We expect the 

same on January 6.  You donôt need to be recovering 

from addictive or compulsive behaviors to benefit 

from learning what millions of people in recovery are 

learning each day ï how to draw closer to God and 

experience Godôs healing grace through spirituality.  

Come and see! 

Common Ground  Now is the time for you to make your commitment to 

serve ASP 2010! Our service week in West Virginia is 

June 27 through July 3, 2010. We will depart on Sun-

day, June 27 and return Saturday, July 3. If you are 14 

years old as of June 27 and have graduated from the 

eighth grade, you are old enough to serve. Cost is $275 

per person, which covers room and board for the week. 

Each person must attend five of the six team building 

sessions. Donôt let the registration fee be a reason you 

donôt come; we can arrange scholarships. Please con-

tact Chris Summy at 610-357-3512 or email 

csummy@atonementwyo.org for more information 

about ASP 2010. 

 

Team building for the ASP 2010 trip to West Virginia 

begins in February. The six team building sessions will 

be held from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. in Lundin Hall on the 

following Mondays:  .  

 February 22  May 24 

 March 29  June 7 

 April 26  June 21 

Team building is an essential part of this ministry, and 

the ASP organization mandates that everyone must at-

tend at least five of the six teambuilding sessions, no 

exceptions. If this presents a problem, contact Chris 

Summy for alternate arrangements.    

Appalachian Service Project 

If you have been part of a spiritual formation group in the past or are interested in participating in a small group 

experience to deepen your faith life and pay attention to what God might be up to in your life, you may be inter-

ested in this springôs spiritual formation group. The group spans 12 Tuesdays beginning February 23 and contin-

ues through May 11, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. in the parlor. For more information about spiritual formation contact 

Chris Summy at 610-375-3512 or e-mail csummy@atonementwyo.org. 

Spiritual Formation 
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Menès Breakfast 

Our next Menôs Breakfast will take 

place on Thursday, January 14 at 

7:30 a.m. at the Highlands.  Our 

speaker will be Jim Seidel, director 

of the Ringgold Band.  Jim is a 

graduate of Exeter High School and 

received his Bachelor's degree from Mansfield State 

College and a masters degree from West Chester 

University. He has been a music educator in the 

Exeter School District for over thirty years and cur-

rently chairs the music department. He began his 

career with the Ringgold Band at the age of 14 as a 

trumpet soloist and was named conductor of the 

band in 1980. He is only the seventh conductor of 

the band in its 157-year history and has had the 

longest tenure of any conductor over that time. He is 

on the staff of Alvernia University and for ten years 

has been a clinician at the Band Camp for Adult 

Musicians, held annually at Allegheny College.  

Happy New Year!  

 

2010 is here and your Anniver-

sary team continues to fine tune 

events for this brand new year 

as we celebrate 100 years of 

ministry. But before we look 

ahead to 2010, let's take a quick 

look back at 2009 and see 

where we've been and why we should all be so very, 

very proud.  

 

We participated in Wyomissing's Fourth of July parade, 

took part in a very successful Rally Day celebration 

(who can forget the blue cotton candy!), welcomed 

Pastor John Richter on October 11, set the pace for all 

participants at the Crop Walk at Gringôs Mill Park that 

same day, joined in the fun at the Stewardship Safari on 

November 1, and welcomed Pastor Robert Burkhart on 

November 15. What a year we had!  Thanks to all for 

volunteering and participating. 

 

So what's in store for 2010?  

 

Birthday party , Saturday, January 9, from 2:30 to 4:30 

p.m., in the church gym. This event, designed for our 

youth and younger members and their parents will cele-

brate our 100th anniversary with a dance party and mu-

sic from all eras. Included will be birthday party games, 

cake, punch, snacks, and door prizes. Watch for invita-

tions in the December 20 church bulletin. Contact 

Karen Wang with questions.   

 

Banquet, Friday, April 23. For those attending cate-

chetics and older, this buffet style dinner at the Inn at 

Reading starts with a cocktail hour from 5:30 to 6:30 

p.m., with dinner immediately following. Watch for 

sign-up sheets and your chance to purchase tickets to 

this event. Contact Dave Reeser or Barbara Homsher 

with questions. 

 

Spring concert at the Stone House in Wyomissing, 

Sunday, June 13. Atonement will sponsor a free concert 

in the park for the entire community. We are just start-

ing to get organized, so watch for details.  

 

Guest speakers:  

Pastor George Evans, January 10. 

Joy Gerhart, Adult Forum, January 17. 

Pastor Tom Reinsel, February 14.  

Pastor Luther Routté, March 14. 

Pastor Peter Pettit, April 11.  

Pastor Eric Shafer, May 9.   

 

And more. Watch for details in the coming 

months about the Service project for the Youth 

Room and our picnic.    

 

Anniversary T-shirts are still available. Cost: $10 

for youth; $12 for adult. 

 

We are truly blessed. Just look at all we have 

accomplished! Thank you again for all you have 

done and will continue to do as we celebrate 100 

years.  Together we have had much success and 

2010 looks better than ever.   

 

If you have any questions, suggestions, or wish 

to volunteer for any of our upcoming events, 

please contact a member of the 100th Anniver-

sary Team:  Karl Allmendinger, Rich Bainbridge, 

Kathy Bickhart, Bob Eisenbrown, Dottie Hill, 

Barbara Homsher, Dave Reeser, Rick Summy, 

Karen Wang. 

100th Anniversary Update 



Laudate Choir 
Age 5 ï Grade 2 

Meets Mondays, 4:15-5:00 p.m. 

First rehearsal: January 11 

Sings in worship 4-5 times each year 

 

Atonement Ringers 
High school and adults 

Meets Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

First rehearsal: January 12 

Rings in worship monthly 

 

Youth Bell Choir  
Grades 4-8 

Meets Tuesdays, 6:45-7:15 p.m. 

First rehearsal: January 12 

Rings in worship several times a year 

 

Praise Band 
Youth and adults, instrumentalists and singers 

Meets as needed, most often on Mondays or  Thurs-

days, 6:15-7:30 p.m. 

First worship service: January 31 

For rehearsal schedule and more information, contact 

Tom Yenser 

New Yearès Resolution for 2010äJoin a Choir! 
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Atonement Choir 
College-age and adults 

Meets Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

First rehearsal: January 14 

Sings weekly in worship 

 

Youth Choristers 
Grades 7-12 

Meets Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m. 

First rehearsal: January 13 

Sings monthly in worship 

 

Treble Choir  
Grades 3-6 

Meets Wednesdays, 4:15-5:15 p.m. 

First rehearsal: January 13 

Sings monthly in worship 

 

Flute Ensemble 
Youth and adults 

Meets Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 

For more information, contact director John Shuman, 

610-375-1776 

 

Make 2010 the year that you join one of Atonementôs choirs.  Youôll have fun, learn some great music, meet some 

nice people, and serve God and Godôs church all at the same time ï what could be better! 

 

Check out the list of groups below and find the one thatôs right for you! 

Sunday, June 13, 2010 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Mark your calendar now for this anniversary event ï weôre inviting the whole 

community!  Stained Grass Window is a bluegrass group from north central Penn-

sylvania whom we heard in worship last year.  Now they are coming back with 

lots more music ï bluegrass, gospel, and old-timey.  So get ready for some hand-

clapping and foot-stomping ï itôs music for the whole family.  In case of rain, the 

concert will be held at the church.  Look for more details in future newsletters. 

Spring Concert at the Stone House 
Featuring Stained Grass Window 



Social Justice Sunday: Family Promise 
On January 17 at 9:45 a.m. in Lundin Hall we will 

welcome back the director of Family Promise, Gwen 

Didden. If you have ever served during any Family 

Promise host week or wish to serve in the future, 

donôt miss this refresher training session. Also, we 

want to hear from the volunteers about how your ex-

perience has gone and thank you for your service. If 

you have questions about Family Promise or are 

wondering if this is the service project for you, con-

tact Chris Summy at 610-375-3512 or email 

csummy@atonementwyo.org. 

 

Sunday mornings in January 
Sunday, January 3 ~ see the Christmas story live in 

the nave 

Sunday, January 10 ~ Atonementôs Anniversary cele-

bration welcomes Pastor George Evans in Lundin 

Hall 

Sunday, January 17 ~ Atonementôs Anniversary cele-

bration welcomes Joy Gerhart in Room F.104 

Sunday, January 17 ~ Social Justice Sunday wel-

comes Gwen Didden from Family Promise in Lundin 

Hall 
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Spiritual Growth Opportunities  

Women of Atonement News 

THANKS... 

Women of Atonement had our December meeting at 

the Highlands, and we are continuing our study of 

Paulôs letter to the Romans.  We had a wonderful holi-

day gathering during which Pastor Dewalt sang Christ-

mas carols with the group. It was quite a treat! 

 

Many of our WOA members also cook and serve at 

Opportunity House.  On November 21 we served a full 

Thanksgiving dinner to 75 residents of Opportunity 

House and 25 Eagle Scouts (who were painting the din-

ing room) for a total of $61.00. Yay, team!! 

 

Women of Atonement circles will meet as follows:  

Hannah Circle will meet Tuesday, January 5, at 7:30 

p.m. at the home of Gail Hoch.  Please contact Gail at 

610-678-2921 for directions or more information.  

Mary/Esther Circle will meet Wednesday, January 6 at 

1:00 p.m. at the church in Room F.104.  All women are 

welcome to these meetings.  Women of Atonement 

continue their study of Paulôs Letter to the Romans 

with Romans 6:1-23 and 7:1-25.  The topic is ñMoved 

to a New Address.ò 

 

Eva Eisenbrown 

-to all who helped decorate the church for Christmas 

-to all who gave of their time and talent to make our 

celebration of the birth of Christ meaningful and 

memorable 

-to all the cookie makers, bakers, organizers and sell-

ers who made our Advent Wednesday ñCookie 

Shopò such a success. 

-to all who purchased cookies to benefit our partici-

pation in the Appalachian Service Project. 

-to all who helped purchase ñanimalsò for 

the ñgood giftsò program of the Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  

(The members of the staff purchased 

three little pigs as their Christmas gift 

this year.) 

Stewardship 

 Update 

As of December13, 2009, the 

church has received financial 

commitments from 286 giving 

units totaling $619,268.  For 

updated response numbers, see 

the weekly bulletin, and look 

for final results in the February 

newsletter. Thank you to all 

who have offered their gracious 

and generous gifts to support 

Godôs work through Atone-

ment. If you have not yet 

pledged, please consider doing so. Additional commit-

ment cards are available from the church office and may 

be returned to Matt Simmons, our financial secretary. 

Thank you for your continued and faithful stewardship. 
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Shell by Shell 
The life of a hermit crab is a vulnerable one, I 

think. I have seen their crowded cages in stores 

on the boardwalk where they are mostly clus-

tered together, kind of all over each other. They 

seem to bump, bump, bump against one another. There is a 

clinging, precarious mob of them. No longer free. I do not see a 

single bodyénot really. 

 

I am intrigued by the ones that travel alone. Shell encased, 

moving slowly, little claws pulling them alongéclump, clump, 

clumpéthe sound of the shell as it taps across the floor of the 

cage. The shell moving; I do not see the bodyénot really. 

 

If we adopt a hermit crab and bring it home, we are to provide 

different size shells. This allows for safety and protection after 

periods of growth and change. Yet, what happens to them in 

between shells? Do they move without their shells, vulnerable 

and naked? What if we donôt provide a place of protection and 

shelter? Have we ever seen? 

 

I wonder about our likeness to the hermit crab as we travel shell 

by shell in our own lives. Are we bunched all together, bump, 

bump, bumping one against another as we travel? Or are we 

clump, clump, clumping our heavy shell on its solitary path? In 

our periods of exposure, as we travel without our familiar shell, 

our vulnerability might cause us to shrink in stature. Maybe we 

hide away, clinging to the familiar walls of our old outgrown 

shell. Maybe we travel more quickly to avoid being seen in our 

vulnerability. Many of us donôt like to be witnessed in an un-

done state. Yet, that is the essence of our being. Being, not 

really seeing, not being seen. 

 

We move through times of weakness and vulnerability to times 

of strength and security again and again. We travel as strangers 

in an unknown land. No sense of direction, no light, no road 

map, no shell to provide shelter. At times we, like the hermit 

crab, are lifted from our known and thrown into the unknown. 

Yet, could it be that in our vulnerability and shell shedding we 

might see? That in our lostness, we might be found?  
 

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away, see, everything has become new!  All this is 

from Godé 

                             2 Corinthians 5:17-18 NRSV 

 

Happy New Year!  

Your Congregational Health Advocate 

Lois 

Welcome to the newest members of the Atone-

ment family, received into membership Octo-

ber 25, 2009: 

 

William and Mary Lee Davis are Berks na-

tives who live in Wyomissing. They are the 

parents of two adult sons, Kent and Scott. Wil-

liam is retired and enjoys family visits, espe-

cially with their grandsons, and watching 

sports on TV. Mary Lee is a homemaker who 

enjoys gardening, cooking, reading, some golf, 

music, theater, arts, opera and family and 

friends. 

 

Catharine Lentz is a Houston, Texas, native 

who moved to Berks County with family five 

years ago. She lives in Wyomissing with hus-

band Ted and children Sydney, 9; Tyler, 5; 

Sophie, 4; and Mackey, 4. She enjoys golf, ex-

ercise and playing with the children. 

 

Also becoming new members were Tim and 

Heather Biltcliff and daughter Marina, Sinking 

Spring; Fitzgerald and Tarra Duffy and chil-

dren Addie and Maxwel, Wyomissing; Michael 

and Kirsten Hyde and children Madelyn, 

Logan and Karly, Wyomissing; Shawn and 

Amanda Kelchner and children Lily and Anna, 

Wyomissing; and Ryan and Michelle Reis and 

children Braelyn, Bryna and Braden, West 

Reading. 

Welcome, 
New Members! 


