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In light of the 

loss of visita-

tion pastor 

Art Wyse due 

to budget 

constraints, 

Pastor Lee, Christine Summy, Lois Hein 

and Pastor Summy now make up the 

pastoral care team.  We met some 

weeks ago to decide who would be the 

primary visitor for each of our home-

bound members.  In general, this visita-

tion will now be split between Pastors 

Summy and Lee and Chris Summy, 

with Lois Hein, our congregational 

health advocate, making visits when 

there is a particular health or insurance 

concern.   

 

Council member Ed Hein is working to 

renew the visitation ministry that was 

started a couple of years ago.  If you are 

interested in becoming a visitor, please 

contact him at dochein@comcast.net. 

 

Also, in the near future, we will be ask-

ing some folks to do training to become 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers.  This has 

been approved in the Lutheran church 

for many years.  Basically, these folks 

take elements from our Sunday celebra-

tion of the Eucharist and extend that 

celebration to folks who are not able to 

be with us.  According to Pastoral 

Care, the Evangelical Lutheran Wor-

ship occasional service book, ñThis 

ministry offers these people (sick, 

homebound, etc.) a means of participat-

ing in the worship of the whole congre-

gation, and it helps those who have 

gathered publicly to recognize their one-

ness with sisters and brothers who are 

absent.ò 

 

Because Chris Summy and Lois Hein 

will be doing this shortly, you may no-

tice a couple of communion sets on the 

altar or credence table on Sunday morn-

ing and an additional ñsendingò prayer:  

ñEternal God, whose glory is revealed in 

the crucified and risen Lord:  Bless those 

who go forth from this assembly bearing 

your word and sacrament.  Nourish and 

strengthen all who share in this commun-

ion, that through the body and blood of 

your Son all may feast upon your abun-

dant love made known in Jesus Christ 

our Lord.ò   

Homebound Visitation 

Our seminary intern or vicar, Mark Rigg, 

who has served at Atonement and Incar-

nation, Reading these past two years, 

will be finishing up his service with us 

on May 9.  He has been a blessing and a 

joy to both congregations with whom he 

has worked.  For our part, at a reception 

following the 11:00 a.m. worship service 

that day, we plan to say thank you for a 

job well done by presenting him with a 

green pastoral stole in anticipation of his 

ordination.  (Incarnation will be doing 

something similar the next Sunday.)  Do-

nations toward the stole, with any extra 

money going to Mark as a token of our 

appreciation, are most welcome.  Make 

checks payable to Atonement and indi-

cate that it is for ñVicar Farewell.ò   

Goodbye to Vicar Rigg 



 

PAGE 2 ATONEMENT IN ACTION VOLUME 10,  ISSUE 4  

Thanks to Art Wyse 

Budget constraints have caused us to discontinue the 

services of our visitation pastor, the Rev. Art Wyse, at 

least for the time being.  I want to take this opportunity, 

on behalf of the staff, and, more importantly, on behalf 

of our homebound members, to thank Pastor Wyse for 

the superb job he has done caring for those who have 

served the congregation for many years but who are no 

longer able to attend worship.  He truly was their pri-

mary pastor.  In addition to that, he communicated well 

to the pastoral care team so that we were always aware 

of special needs and concerns.  The quality of his pas-

toral care and his communication were both out-

standing.   

 

The remaining staff members with pastoral care train-

ing will make every effort to cover the ground that Pas-

tor Wyse covered with such excellence (see the Home-

bound Visitation article on page 1) but it will not be 

quite the same.  Thanks, Art, for your wisdom, your 

love, and your care for our homebound members and 

for the pastoral care staff as well.   

 

It is my sincere hope that our stewardship will support 

Artôs return sometime in the not-too-distant future, 

should he still be available.  Let us keep Art, our home-

bound members, and the staff who will pick up this 

ministry in our prayers. 

 

Pastor Summy 

Last year, when seventeen members of Atonement 

returned from Logan, West Virginia, the place of our 

inaugural Appalachia Service Project mission trip, 

Pastor Summy predicted that we would have twice as 

many people go in 2010. His prophecy proved cor-

rect! (Watch out Pastor Summyéyou know what 

happens to prophets in their own hometown!) This 

June, 36 people will travel to a yet-to-be-announced 

county in West Virginia to make homes warmer, 

safer, and drier. Over the next few months (only 

about one hundred days until we leave!) we will be 

engaged in teambuilding and learning new tool skills. 

Tom Gresh is busy cooking up some projects around 

the church and grounds for our five work crews. Our 

fearless crew leaders will be: Ray Warmkessel, Rick 

Summy, Scott Boyer, Dorothy DeLong and Jason 

Lee. Work crews are made up of at least seven peo-

ple: adults and youth, men and women, and people 

with varying degree of tool skills. The crew leaders 

drive the vans, carry the money, and attend project 

meetings to report on the status of the home improve-

ment projects their crews are working on.  

 

So we ask that you keep us in your prayers as we pre-

pare: Alex Altman, Brian Bamberger, Alexis Barby, 

Pam Barby, Scott Boyer, Nick Blanchet, Cathy 

Ciatto, David Ciatto, Francesca Ciatto, Kathleen Da-

grosa, Paul DeLong, Dorothy DeLong, Caroline 

Endy, Jessica Ertel, Alexis Garapola, Mike Gaza, 

Alex Grimm, Milton Hall, Alyssa Heck, Tommy 

Heck, Macie Kurelia, Jason Lee, Dana Lee, Sally 

McAvoy, Zach Moser, Terry Reed, Mary Ann Reed, 

Lindsay Strause, Rick Summy, Chris Summy, Ma-

rina Tarrach, Ray Warmkessel, Jace Wandrisco, 

Megan Wandrisco, Maddie White, and Ben Wertz. 

 

When we get back, we promise a slide show to show 

you what we did this summer! 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. - Festival 

worship with Holy Communion 

celebrating the Resurrection of 

Our Lord with Atonement Choir, 

Youth Choristers, Basic'ly Brass 

and timpani.  There will be no 

Sunday School classes on Easter 

morning.  

Easter Worship 
Sunday, April 4 

ASP Update 
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Greetings from your Congregation Council.  This 

month at Council: 

 

We listened to a brief presentation from Kathy 

Maier regarding her extensive experience and in-

terest in world missions.  Kathy is interested in 

becoming a Member Care Associate of Global 

Teams, a multi-denominational and increasingly 

multi-national organization that trains, places, and 

coaches multi-cultural teams in strategic locations 

for purposes of evangelism and church planting.  

Kathy requested an endorsement from Congrega-

tion Council required by Global Teams in order 

for her to participate in the program, which we 

enthusiastically provided following her presenta-

tion. 

 

Finance Committee Chair Ed Kern reviewed Feb-

ruary financial information.  (Ed has posted a 

separate financial report on page 4 for your re-

view.)   Although pledged amounts were down 

slightly from budget in February (contrasted with 

pledged amounts well in excess of budget for 

January), overall expenses were also below budg-

eted amounts for February, even with higher than 

normal snow removal costs, and we are approxi-

mately $28,000 to the positive year-to-date for 

2010.   

 

At Pastor Summyôs suggestion, the entire Council 

participated in a discernment exercise, with each 

member of Council asked to respond to two ques-

tions:  (1) What do you most appreciate about this 

congregation; and (2) What pain in the world 

haunts or grieves you the most?  There were a va-

riety of thoughtful responses that Council will use 

to continue to focus our efforts.  Without listing 

here all of the responses, suffice it to say that, in 

the view of Council, we are blessed with a vibrant, 

caring, and enthusiastic congregation with the tal-

ents and resources to help the many who remain in 

need.  If you have additional thoughts on these 

questions, I would highly encourage you to share 

them.     

 

We addressed the conclusion of Mark Riggôs in-

ternship and acknowledged his many contribu-

tions as he plans for the next chapter in his jour-

ney.  Markôs service has been extraordinary at 

both Incarnation and here at Atonement, and we 

wish him all the best.  

 

We discussed the Sunday Deacon program, which 

seems to be working well.  Contact Jace Wandrisco 

(610-921-1510) if you are able to help out with these 

duties at one of the Sunday morning services. 

 

Chris Summy updated us on the Appalachian Service 

Project, which now has 36 volunteers.  Chris indi-

cated that we should know this month where our 

teams will be asked to serve this year. 

 

  Cynthia Bickley also updated Council on preschool 

enrollment for the fall, which stands at 190 (versus 

168 at my last count). 

 

We  discussed the possibility for a new photo direc-

tory and will continue those discussions.   

 

Kate Harenza and Pastor Summy gave a report on the 

national Recovery Conference they attended in Feb-

ruary.  This experience will be important as we con-

tinue to consider the next steps resulting from our 

successful Common Ground efforts begun in 2009.   

 

Tom Yenser shared about the successful youth musi-

cal event on February 28.  We are fortunate to have a 

rich musical tradition and many musically talented 

young people, and these concert opportunities benefit 

both performer and listener.    

 

Pastor Lee reviewed the many activities involving 

our families and youth, including the 4th to  6th grade 

youth group, the Lenten family worship services, the 

youth ski trip, and the refashioning of the Youth 

Committee.  Pastor Lee has built a good deal of posi-

tive momentum with our younger members, and that 

will continue to gain steam.   

 

We discussed the Anniversary Banquet on April 23.  

Please see the reservation form in the bulletin for this 

historic event!   We would love to see you there.   

 

Thank you again for letting us be of service to you.     

 

  Peace, 

  YOUR CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

  Dave Swartz 

  President 

Council Corner 



Offerings for January exceeded expectations due to 

giving patterns and February was under budget due to 

snowy weather.  Year-to-date offerings are on 

budget.  Expenses are on budget after two months.  

Higher than expected snow removal costs were offset 

by lower costs in other areas. 

 

Activity for only two months does not reveal enough 

to predict the results for the year, but the trends are 

encouraging.   The budget for 2010 is conservative, 

and we hope the economy will continue to show im-

provement during the year and lessen financial anxi-

ety for all of us. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Edward Kern 

Notes from the Finance Chairman 
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100th Anniversary Choir 
Rehearsal: Thursday, April 8, 7:30-8:30 p.m. in the 

choir room 

Sing in worship: Sunday, April 11 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

All past and current members of Atonement Choir, and 

any other interested members and friends, are invited to 

a unique event as part of our 100th anniversary year ï a 

100th Anniversary Choir.  Participating is easy ï come 

to just one rehearsal, Thursday, April 8, for one hour, 

7:30-8:30 p.m.  Child care will be provided during 

this rehearsal!  On Sunday morning, April 11, we will 

warm up and rehearse again during the Sunday school 

hour, beginning at 10:00 a.m.; then we will lead music 

in worship at 11:00 a.m. 

 

We welcome all adult singers to this event, but espe-

cially those who have sung with Atonement Choir in 

the past ï even if it was the distant past!  Please invite 

family members, friends and neighbors who may no 

longer attend Atonement, but who might still be inter-

ested in this one-time-only reunion. 

 

There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex to register 

for this event, so that we can be sure to have enough 

music copies available; however, pre-registration is not 

a requirement ï even if you do not sign up ahead of 

time, you are invited to come on April 8 and April 11 

to add your voice to the anniversary choir.  Letôs fill the 

choir loft with friends old and new and fill the worship 

space with beautiful music on April 11 as we continue 

our anniversary celebration. 

 

For more information or to register, please contact Tom 

Yenser, 610-375-3512, or tyenser@atonementwyo.org 

Atonement will be offering New Members Orientation 

sessions throughout the month of May and will wel-

come those who wish to join on Pentecost Sunday, 

May 23 at the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 

 

Sessions will take place Sunday mornings, May 2, 9, 

16, and 23 during the Sunday School hour, which starts 

at 9:45 a.m., in a room to be announced.  Longtime 

member Dottie Hill will lead these sessions.  Prospec-

tive members are also asked to meet with Pastors 

Summy and Lee on two Wednesday evenings, May 12 

and 19, 6:00 ï 7:30 p.m. in room F.104 (Privacy room).   

 

It is best if you can attend all of the sessions, but we 

understand busy schedules.  If you or someone you 

know is interested in participating, please contact Pas-

tor Summy at the church office or through email, 

rsummy@atonementwyo.org. 

 

New Members Orientation 

Church Women United 
The Nuggets of the Pretzel City Barbershop Chorus 

will entertain at the annual Church Women United 

Luncheon on Tuesday, April 13, at 12:00 p.m.  The 

luncheon will be held in the West Lawn United Meth-

odist Community Hall on the corner of Woodside Ave-

nue and Noble Street. Tickets are $12.00 and may be 

obtained from Dottie Hill. Come join us for an after-

noon of harmony, food and fellowship! 
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Women of Atonement to 
Hold Plant Sale 

Women of Atonement are thinking SPRING !! Both 

spring and our third annual plant sale are just around 

the corner. Please join us on Saturday, April 24, at Sue 

Harenzaôs barn, 4 High Road, Wyomissing.  You may 

drop off your donations of plants and garden-related 

items from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m.; the sale is from 9:00 

a.m. to noon at Sue's barn. With questions concerning 

donations or directions, please call either Sue at 610-

376-8545 or Eva Eisenbrown at 610-076-9521. The 

proceeds from the sale help to support the ministry of 

Women of Atonement and to provide scholarships for 

preschool students. Please join us for this fun event. 

 

On March 3 the members of the Esther/Mary Circle 

attended the noon service which was then followed by 

a lunch given by the board members of WOA, fol-

lowed by our continuing Bible study. A wonderful 

afternoon of fellowship and study was had by all.  We 

look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, April 7, at 

1:00 p.m. in the privacy room at church, for Mary and 

Esther circle.  

 

Hannah Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 6, at 7:00 

p.m.  We will meet at the Highlands with June Gwyn 

hosting. We will be collecting spring coats, diapers, 

and bottles for children and youth. Please contact June 

at 610-777-7168 if you plan to attend. 

No fooling, April is really here, and we made it 

through the winter with a birthday party, guest speak-

ers, and more. As we move on through spring and 

look forward to summer, there is more to come. 

Here's what's in store:  

 

100th Anniversary banquet 
When: Friday, April 23. 

Where: Inn at Reading. 

Time: Cocktail hour from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.; buffet 

dinner immediately following. 

Cost: $37.50/person; $75 per couple. 

Reservation forms are included in the weekly church 

bulletin. Make sure to get your form in now. Contact 

Dave Reeser or Barbara Homsher with questions. 

 

Free community spring concert in the park: 
When: Sunday, June 13. 

Where: Stone House in Wyomissing. 

Time: 6:00 p.m 

Band: Stained Grass Window (bluegrass). 

Refreshments: Stewart's Root Beer truck. 

 

Guest speakers: 

Pastor Peter Pettit, April 11.  

Pastor Eric Shafer, May 9.   

 

History book: 

A memento celebrating our first 100 years will be 

available in the fall of this year.  This wonderful 

book will trace Atonement through the decades, from 

its early beginnings to today. Included with the his-

torical story will be pictures, trivia, anecdotes, 

memories, and more. Watch for more details in the 

coming months. 

 

T-shirts: 

Yes, we still have some left. If you haven't picked 

yours up, there's still time. The cost is only $10 for 

youth and $12 for adult. They're great to wear to all 

our events.  

 

Again, the 100th Anniversary team would like to 

thank everyone for the generosity and support you've 

shown at all our events as we celebrate our centen-

nial. 

If you have any questions, suggestions, or wish to vol-

unteer for any of our upcoming events, please contact a 

member of the 100th Anniversary Team.  

 

Karl Allmendinger, Rich Bainbridge, Kathy Bickhart, 

Bob Eisenbrown, Dottie Hill, Barbara Homsher, Dave 

Reeser, Rick Summy, Karen Wang 

100th Anniversary Update 



League of Lutherans  
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Preschool News 

April 11 is the deadline for registering to be part of this 

yearôs First Communion group.  Typically, families with 

children in Grades 2 and older who have not had First 

Communion instruction participate in our First Commun-

ion class.  If you have not yet received a letter and regis-

tration card, please contact the church office to request 

one.  Following are the dates for classes: 

 

Sundays, April 25, May 2 and 9 from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. 

ï Classes for both children and parents 

Saturday, May 15, at 5:30 p.m. -- Celebration dinner in 

Lundin Hall for First Communicants and their families.  

A rehearsal in the nave will follow the meal. 

 

Sunday, May 16, at 11:00 a.m. worship -- Children re-

ceive their First Communion.  At 9:45 a.m. that day, a 

group photograph of the children will be taken in the 

nave.   

 

First Communion is a time to celebrate as families come 

together to be nurtured through the Lordôs meal.  We 

look forward to working with you and your child in pre-

paring to receive the Lordôs Supper together.     

Last Call for First 
Communion Registration 

Make sure your child is part of Vacation Bible 

School this year, June 21-25, 8:45-11:30 a.m.  Chil-

dren age 3 through Grade 4 are invited to participate 

in this fun-filled week of Bible stories, songs, games, 

crafts, and drama activities.  Youth from grades 5 on 

up are invited to serve as helpers throughout the 

week.  VBS is open to all Atonement members, pre-

school families, friends and neighbors.   

 

We will again offer our Atonement members the op-

tion of expanding their VBS day to include a full-day 

summer camp experience.  The summer camp will be 

held the same week as VBS, June 21-25.  Camp days 

will consist of VBS in the morning followed by lunch 

and summer activities like swimming, organized 

games, and off-site outings.  We will offer early 

morning drop-off and late afternoon pick-up for 

working parents. 

 

Registration forms for VBS and summer day camp 

will be available soon. 

 

Adults and Teens:  We need your help to staff VBS 

and the summer camp.  Contact Kathy Yenser if you 

are available a few hours some or all of the days June 

21-25.  What a great experience for our children to be 

surrounded by caring adults and teens in a Christian 

environment!  And what a wonderful opportunity for 

you to interact with our younger members who are 

filled with energy, excitement and awe!      

VBS & Day Camp 

All 4 th ï 6th graders are invited to the next LOL event 

on April 17 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. We will gather at 

the Lentz household (7 High Road, Wyomissing) for 

games, an outdoor scavenger hunt, food, and an Earth 

Day service project. There will be alternate plans in 

case of rain.  Please contact Pastor Jason Lee via 

email or the church office with questions or to RSVP.  

You may also contact Catharine Lentz at (610) 372-

5684 to RSVP or for directions.   

Mark your calendar! On Sunday, April 18, preschool 

families and Sunday School children will participate in 

a special program at 9:45 a.m. in the gym with ventrilo-

quist Marian & Friends. Families will then join us for 

the 11:00 a.m. worship service. This will be a child 

friendly worship service with nursery for younger sib-

lings. Preschool children will participate in the chil-

drenôs message and sing a favorite chapel song.  Atone-

ment Praise Band will lead energetic music.  Refresh-

ments will be served in the narthex following the ser-

vice. Please come to church and support us in this most 

important ministry of our church. 



Menès Breakfast 

Sunday Adult Education 
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There will be no Forum or Bible study on April 4. 

 

Anniversary Celebration guest speaker Peter Pettit: April 

11 in Lundin Hall. Class starts at 9:45. 

 

On-Going Study of the Gospels: Led by Rick and Chris 

Summy; we will meet on Sundays, April 18 and 25 in 

Lundin Hall. Class starts at 9:45 a.m. 

 

April 18 - Social Justice Sunday will feature a presenta-

tion by Tracy Benson, "Healthy Nutrition on a Tight 

Budget."  Tracy will discuss  how the poor buy the 

cheapest food, because that is all they can afford, and 

how that leads to malnutrition.   Access to and afforda-

bility of fresh fruits, vegetables and lean meat is the is-

sue. 

 

First Communion Seminar for Parents: April 25, May 2, 

May 9 - Location to be announced. 

Spiritual Formation Group 

Over forty people from Atonement have been part of a 

spiritual formation group since we began forming groups 

in the fall of 2008. This spring, six of us have committed 

to twelve Tuesday evening gatherings to pay attention to 

the presence of God in our lives, to listen to how God 

might be calling us to deeper, more faithful ways of liv-

ing, to read scripture and sacred poetry, to pray together, 

and to share our own reflections with each other. It is a 

special gift to be able to share with each other the chal-

lenges of setting aside time for óretreatô in our everyday 

lives, as well as to talk with each other about how we 

have noticed God throughout the week. It is true consola-

tion, conversation, and witness to the constant surprise of 

God in our lives.  

Atonement to Receive Award 

Atonement has been selected to receive a special rec-

ognition award at the Berks County Community Ser-

vice Awards Breakfast on May 12 at 7:30 a.m. at the 

Abraham Lincoln Wyndham Hotel.  The award is for 

helping to fight drug and alcohol abuse.  If you are 

interested in attending the breakfast, please speak to 

Pastor Summy. 

Menôs Breakfast will be held on Thursday, April 8 at 

7:30 a.m. at the Highlands.  All men are welcome.  

Please make your reservation by signing the sheet in 

the narthex.  Our speaker will be George Fulton, who 

has provided the information below concerning his 

topic. 

 

Out of Africa 

From Uganda to Minnesota to 

Reading 

The Challenge of an Unexpected 

Journey of Faith 

 

You figure that you must be one 

in a million, well, maybe not a million, but a pretty 

big number because you have had one of those 

ñmountain-top ñexperiences.  In a flash, when you 

werenôt looking, it happened and you began to think, 

feel, and act like someone installed a new gene pool 

and oxygenated your blood!   Yep, like Isaiah 43 

says:  you became ña brand new thing.ò  Thus, you 

figure that now the journey with Christ will be easy.  

This new-found faith will set you free and your life 

will change forever.   

 

Or so you thought.   Thus began the ride of a lifetime.  

Was that really the Holy Spirit who came back to 

revisit you this fall, just when you had such doubts?  

Where does this journey begin and does it ever end?  

Whatôs the real benefit of the faith journey?  How do 

you get there?    Hmmmmm.  Letôs spend a few min-

utes exploring these questions together on Thursday 

April 8. 

 

Blessings, 

George 
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Thanksgiving and Memorial Fund 
 

We are grateful to acknowledge the following gifts to 

the glory of God and: 

 

in loving memory of Barbara Ogren by: 

Russell and Marion Greene 

Walter OôNeill 

 

in loving memory of Jesse Smith by: 

Jeanne and Graydon Dodson 

John McLean 

Joanne and Don van Roden 

Marion Yocom 

Harry and Byrle Boyer 

Margaret Tucker 

Mae Grunewald 

Jeannette Lynch 

Norma Coles 

June Gwyn 

MaryAnn Moyer 

Marcia Cramp 

Eleanor Schlegel 

Barbara and Steven Hollar 

Eleanor Miller 

Richard and Linda McCrae 

Robert Melson 

Thomas Handwerk 

 

in loving memory of Linda Berger by: 

William and Betty Bolich 

William and Marian McStay 

Jane Greusel 

Beverly Weiss 

Ilona Yerger 

Karen Wertz 

Sandy Svitana 

Mary Grace Wiser 

 

in thanksgiving for John Shuman, by Dr. and Mrs. 

Warne White 

 

in loving memory of Anita Kimmel by: 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pollack 

Mae Grunewald 

Dorothy Rogers 

Jean Rogers 

Leslie Rogers Deatrich 

Peter and Connie Radwanski 

Janice Wolfe 

Thomas Horst 

James Restrepo 

Charles Kutz 

Jeffrey Driben 

 

Preschool Fund 
 

We are grateful to acknowledge the following gifts to 

the glory of God and: 

 

 in loving memory of Ricky Weinhold, Dorothy 

Fisher, Earl Stupp, and Ken Columbo, by Rich and 

Jean Sweigart 

 

Youth Fund 
 

We are grateful to acknowledge the following gift to 

the glory of God and: 

 In loving memory of Kurt Wildman by Maureen 

Wildman 

Memorials 

In Christ, you also, when you had heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed 

in him, were marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit. 

  Ephesians 1:13 

 

Remember the old commercial that de-

picted a construction worker dangling in 

mid-air, the top of his helmet bonded by 

super glue to a horizontal beam?  Faith is 

like super glue.  We cling to our God, our 

foundation, our beam.  As believers, we are 

sealed in Christ, and the bond cannot be 

undone.  Through prayer in times of despair, our faith 

is strengthened and becomes waterproof, pressure-

resistant, and unbreakable. 

 

 Atonement Prayer Ministry Team 

Super Glue Faith 
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From the Congregational Advocate  
ñRain, rain, go away. Come again another day.ò 

 

Cold, damp, snowy, greyéenough. I long for the rays 

of the sun basking on my body, rekindling my circula-

tion, while reminding me of longer and brighter days to 

come. The ides of March find many of us pushing, 

dragging through the days. When will we arrive at 

spring?  

 

Spring. New birth. A time for planting, pollinating, 

flowering. If we have tilled and planned our plot of 

land in advance of the season, we need only to imple-

ment the plan. But some of us may be a bit behind the 

eight ball. There is good news in store. Today is a new 

day. The sunôs warmth presses into the bleached and 

soggy grass; hints of green emerge gingerly.  

 

April 16 has been designated National Health Care De-

cisions Day. I donôt think it is a coincidence  that this 

newly-designated day immediately follows Income Tax 

Day with all of its urgency and concern. What is this 

new initiative?  

 

It is an invitation to plan for the future living of our life 

unto our physical death. One of the greatest gifts we 

can give to our loved ones is our wishes regarding our 

health care at the end of our life. Many of us will have 

the opportunity to speak our wishes into truth; but oth-

ers of us may have no words at that time. Loss of 

speech can come from stroke, dementia, or sudden 

acute illness rendering us frail and breathless. With a 

living will or an advanced directive in place, our words 

and thoughts can be heard even when we have no 

voice.  A durable power of attorney for financial and 

health care decisions eases some of the angst and worry 

from our caregivers, and from us.  

 

Envision the season of life when you will no longer 

have the ñget up and goò or maybe you see that it has 

already ñgotten up and gone.ò Ask yourselfé where 

will I live? Will Ié Can Ié stay in my current home? 

Should I relocate to a more manageable home with a 

first floor bedroom and a full bathroom with a walk-in 

shower? Might a continuing care retirement center be 

right and affordable for me? Is my current residence 

accommodating for the width of a walker, or a wheel-

chair? Does my home need renovation in preparation 

for my elder years?  

 

What about the use of extraordinary measures to keep 

my heart beating and my lungs inflating? Do I want 

aggressive health care interventions or do I want com-

fort and compassionate care?  

 

With visions of spring in the air, it can be difficult to 

picture yourself moving into the fall and winter seasons 

of your life. Imagine yourself transplanted into the final 

days of your physical life. Suddenly you find yourself 

grounded in an unfamiliar land.  

 

We know, in our heart of hearts that sudden acute ill-

ness is a possibility for each of us and for our loved 

ones. Letôs use this fickle time of year to think, discuss, 

research, and plan onto paper our living will, remem-

bering always Godôs will for each and for all of us. 

 

Spring, just around the corner?  Plan the garden, plant 

the seeds, watch for growth, and trust God in the sea-

sons of your life. 

 

 Lois Hein 

 

A 100th birthday present to the 

community: 

Free concert at the Stone House 

Sunday, June 13, 2010 

6:00 p.m. 

Featuring bluegrass music by 

Stained Grass Window 

Fun for the whole family 

Refreshments available 
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Atonement Lutheran Church  

100 th Anniversary Banquet  
Friday, April 23 is the date of our banquet, which will be held at The Inn at Reading.  

Cash bar from 5:30 and dinner served at 6:30. The dinner will be buffet style and will include the fol-

lowing:  

Hors dõoeuvres consisting of cheese and vegetables  

Soup du jour, warm rolls and butter, garden fresh salad bar, Caesar salad, fruit 

salad, pasta salad, marinated mushroom and vegetable salad, oven roasted potatoes, 

medley of vegetables, assortment of cakes and pies, coffee, tea and lemonade  

Entrée choices : carving station with sirloin of beef, lemon broiled haddock and 

rosemary chicken piccatta  

The cost is $37.50 per person.  If you need transportation, please contact the church office.   

The program will include remarks from Pastor Thomas Reinsel and a DVD presentation. Deadline 

for reservations is April 9, 2010.   

Please cut and send the following with check to the church office.  

100th Anniversary Banquet  

Name(s)_________________________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed___________________________ 

Please make checks payable to Atonement Lutheran Church  

PARENTS, PLEASE NOTE:  We will have a Kidsõ Night Out at Atonement on April 23 from 5:00 

p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Games, pizza, and movies will be provided for children from age 3 to age 12.  The 

cost will be $20 for the first child and $15 for each additional child in your family.  This will enable 

parents to go to the banquet.   Please return the form below to the church office by Monday, April 19.  

Call Cynthia Bickley, 610 -375-8049, with questions.  

Kidsõ Night Out 

 

Name_______________________________  Age________ 

 

Parents:____________________________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________________________ 

 

Cell phone________________________________________ 

 

Allergies____________________________________________ 



ATONEMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH  

5 Wyomissing Blvd. 

Wyomissing, PA  19610-2081 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED  

Atonement Staff  

 

Richard H. Summy, Senior Pastor                                                                                 rsummy@atonementwyo.org  

Jason M. Lee, Associate Pastor                                                                                             jlee@atonementwyo.org 

Mark Rigg, Vicar                                                                                                                             mrig g@thehill.org  

 Tom Yenser, Director of Music                                                                                       tyenser@atonementwyo.org  

Cynthia A. Bickley, Preschool Director                                                                         cbickley@atonementwyo.org  

Christine Summy, Director of Adult Ministries                                                            csummy@atonementwyo.org  

Kathy Yenser, Director of Childrenõs Ministries                                                           kyenser@atonementwyo.org  

Jo Eileen Sturgis, Parish Secretary                                                                               jsturgis@atonementwyo.org  

Matthew Simmons, Financial Secretary                                                                  msimmons@atonementwyo.org  

Tom Gresh,  Property Manager                                                                                         tgresh@atonementwyo.org  

Mick Bryan , Sexton 

Lois Hein, Congregational Health Advocate                                                                       lhein@atonementwyo.org  

Our website: www.atonementwyo.org  

Church office phone number is 610 -375-3512 

Non-Profit  

Organization  
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Our Mission 

By Godès grace, we strengthen one another in faith and share the good news of Jesus 
through worshiping, learning, and serving. 


